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No party commits] 
to unilateral 
lethal aid 


By Marco Levytsky 

None of the three major parties 
in Canada’s Parliament are рге- 
pared to provide lethal defensive 
aid to Ukraine’s armed forces on 
a unilateral basis, but are prepared 
to follow suit if other allies do the 
same. 

That was the response Ukrainian 
News received from spokepersons 
for the Conservative Government, 
the Official NDP Opposition and 
the Liberals. 

The provision of lethal military 
aid is among the action items the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
urged in a briefing note entitled 
“The Case for Kinetic Military As- 
sistance to Ukraine” sent Members 
of Parliament February 25. 

“Ukraine needs Canada and her 
allies to provide the military as- 
sistance that Ukrainians require to 
defend themselves against sophis- 
ticated Russian weaponry, tanks, 
missiles and armour, and to impose 
deep sectoral sanctions and politic- 
ally isolate Russia until it stops its 
war on Ukraine and returns Cri- 
mea. Vladimir Putin has turned 
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(| 
Russia into a rogue state and а і 
state sponsor of terror. Ukrainians 
cannot stop him without real inter- 
national support,” is stated. 
“Allowing Moscow to have its 
way with Ukraine will only en- 
courage it to seek similar gains 
elsewhere. Strong Western support 
can help Kyiv to resist and over- 
come Moscow’s aggression, and 
will certainly dissuade President 
Putin from further aggression be- 
yond Ukraine,” added the UCC. 
The Congress called on Canada, 
the United States and their NATO 
allies to: x 
1. Provide Ukraine with the 
defensive weapons, equip- 
ment and training it needs }/ 
to defend its territorial in-]} 
tegrity and the lives of the 
civilian population that is 
subjected to continuous ter- 
rorist shelling; 


2. Significantly increase the 
provision of communi- 
cations and intelligence 


capabilities to Ukraine’s 
armed forces, including 
counter-artillery radar sys- 
tems; 

3. Dramatically increase sec- 
toral sanctions against the 
Russian Federation’s de- 
fense, energy and financial 
services — in particular ban- 
ning Russia from the SWIFT 
banking system. 

“Notwithstanding the weaponry, | | 

supplies and fighters brought in 
from Russia to bolster the relatively | | 
small number of so-called separa- 
tist formations that have terrorized | | 
the population -the local insurgent 
bands were largely composed of 
criminal elements, and mercenar- 
ies, who seized government build- 
ings, engaged in hostage-takings, 
and stole and extorted money from 
businesses and civilians with the 
goal of establishing themselves 
as regional powerbrokers. Now, 
however, regular Russian forces 
have been deployed to Ukraine in 
ever increasing numbers. Ukraine’s 
military therefore urgently needs 
equipment and support, includ- 
ing: Air defense, anti-radiation (eg 
HARM) and anti-armour systems; 
Unmanned aerial vehicles; Tactical 
communications and navigation 
hardware with advanced capabil- 
ities of cryptographic security; 
Surveillance resources and night 
vision devices; Electronic warfare 
means; Engineering reconnais- 
sance and mine clearance support; 
Emergency medical assistance зир- | Shumka alumni show they still have while it takes when Paul Olijnyk performs the splits during the closing 
plies, including a staffed MASH Норак at the Shumka: Celebrating Classic show, March 13. The alumni joined the current group as well as 

Cont. on Р. 11] the senior students of the Shumka School of Dance for the closing number. For more see page ІЗ of this issue. 


Pieta (1960) by Ukrainian Canadian artist Myron Levytsky (1913-1993) 
Пієта (1960) українського канадського художника Мирона Левицького (1913-1993 
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Alumni have what it takes 
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Happy Easter! 
Христос Воскрес! 
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Христос Воскрес! Воістину Воскрес! 


Конгрес Українців Канади 
вітає всю українську громаду із світлим 
празником Христового Воскресіння! 


Christ Is Risen! Не is Truly Risen! 


Wishing you a Blessed and Happy Easter! 
from the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 


To learn more about your community visit- 
www.ucc.ca 


National Office: 806-130 Albert Street, Ottawa, ОМ КІР 504 
Tel: (613) 232-8822 Fax: (613) 238-3822 

Head Office: 203-952 Main Street, Winnipeg, MB R2W 3P4 

Tel: (204) 942-4627 Fax: (204) 947-3882 Email: ucc@ucc.ca 
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Росія дискредитує «Народний 
фронт» та його депутатів? 


Ростислав Хотин і 
Ірина Стельмах, Радіо Свобода 

Два провідні члени парламент- 
ської фракції «Народного фронту» 
зазнали тиску з країн двох різних 
континентів - Європи та Азії - але 
кажуть про те, що за цим стоїть 
Москва, яка намагається дискре- 
дитувати український уряд на чолі 
з Арсенієм Яценюком. Депутата 
Миколу Княжицького звинуваче- 
но у нібито згвалтуванні i подано 
в розшук «Інтерполом» на запит 
Камбоджі, а депутата Миколу 
Мартиненка швейцарська газета 
пов'язує з корупційними обере- 
тами в галузі атомної енергетики. 
В обох випадках у Києві бачать 
причетність «руки Москви». 

Депутата Миколу Княжицько- 
го звинувачено у згвалтуванні i 
за позовом Камбоджі оголошено 
в розшук по лінії Інтерполу. Сам 
Княжицький заявив про єфаль- 
сифіковану Камбоджею справу і 
оголосив про намір довести це. 

«Для MeHe очевидно, що 
справа сфальшована, тому що 
дата, коли це нібито відбулося 
- 09.09.2011 року - я був у 
Києві, і це підтверджено даними 
прикордонної служби, і ввечері 
з 8 на 9 вересня я вів програму 
«Вечір з Миколою Княжицьким» 
з відомими гостями у прямому 
ефірі. Я направив всі відповідні 
запити в МВС і в український 
Інтерпол, і в Інтерпол, який зна- 
ходиться в Ліоні. Сподіваюся, 
що буде реакція на ці запити, тим 
більше, для мене очевидно, що ця 
справа є абсолютно політичною», 
— сказав у коментарі Радіо Свобо- 
да Княжицький, який два дні був 
у Камбоджі за рік до того, коли 
нібито стався  інкримінований 
йому злочин. 

У замовленні справи проти ньо- 
го депутат звинувачує російського 
бізнесмена | Костянтина Kara- 
ловського, з яким у нього був 
конфлікт через телеканал ТУЇ. 

«Пан Кагаловський є xpec- 
ним сином Михайла Леонтьєва 
= відомого російського пропа- 
гандиста, який під час правління 
Ющенка довгий час був персоною 
нон-грата в Україні, який є віце- 
президентом «Роснефти», одним з 
фінансистів того, що відбувається 
в Донецьку. Вони друзі, і це все 
є в пресі, це відкриті факти. Пан 
Кагаловський зараз не вилазить 
з Кремля, він постійно там зна- 
ходиться і він був одним з тих, 
хто організував візит міністра за- 
кордонних справ Камбоджі з 2 до 
4 березня цього року. А вже 11 
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квітня з'явився запит зі сторони 
Камбоджі на адресу Інтерполу про 
нібито вчинений мною злочин», — 
сказав Радіо Свобода депутат. 

Заступник прем'єр-міністра, 
глава МЗС Камбоджі Хор Нам- 
хонг і справді був у Москві з 
візитом на початку березня на 
запрошення глави російської 
дипломатії Сергея Лаврова. 

Княжицький вже подав заяву до 
міліції щодо погроз та тиску на 
нього з боку іноземних спецслужб 
і російських | пропагандистів. 
Він пояснив, що у Інтерполу є 
спеціальна процедура, і він зможе 
надати всі матеріали спростуван- 
ня в Україні. Про це повідомляє 
прес-служба МВС. 

Було зафіксовано факти надання 
неправдивих даних до іноземних 
та міжнародних 0 правоохорон- 
них органів, що були інспіровані 
російськими спецслужбами 

«Було зафіксовано факти на- 
дання неправдивих даних до 
іноземних та міжнародних пра- 
воохоронних органів, що були 
інспіровані російськими спец- 
службами та сфальсифіковані 
кримінальні переслідування у 
країнах третього світу», - йдеть- 
ся у повідомленні прес-служби 
МВС України. 

Відомство | Арсена 
стверджує, що «факти таких 
фальсифікацій» знайшли  під- 
твердження, атому MBC України 
розпочало з цього приводу 

Тим часом швейцарський тиж- 
невик SonntagsZeitung вмістив 
пару статей про про те, що 
провідний депутат «Народного 
фронту» Микола Мартиненко 
нібито ховає гроші у Швейцарії, 
і що 30 мільйонів франків було 
заарештовано на його рахунку в 
одному зі швейцарських банків. 

Газета називає Мартиненка 
«енергетичним царем» України, 
соратником президента Петра 
Порошенка та правою рукою 
прем'єра Арсенія Яценюка. Тиж- 
невик, докладно розповідаючи 
про нібито корупційні оборудки, 
зазначає, що нинішня Україна 
перебуває у стані війни з Росією. 

Видання пише, що ШМарти- 
ненко, якого було допитано у 
Берні, не дивлячись на кілька 
змін влади в Україні за останнє 
десятиліття, так чи інакше був 
причетний до ядерної енергети- 
ки, і без нього не ухвалювалось 
жодне важливе рішення в цій 
галузі. Нині йдеться про потребу 
модернізації українських атомних 
станцій - зокрема, блоків номер І 
та 2 на Рівненській АЕС та пер- 
шого на  Південно-Українській 
АЕС. І для контракту було обра- 
но чеську компанію Skoda JS, яку 
пов'язують з російською OMZ 
Group, яка часто є субпідрядником 
«Росатома». 

«Ви можете продовжити життя 
атомної станцій лише до певної 
міри. З плином часу ризик значно 
підвищується. Тому ми, екологи, 
дуже незадоволені тим, що не 
було зроблено дослідження впли- 
ву на довкілля таких робіт з по- 
довження функціонування атом- 
них реакторів. А що стосується 
залучення компанії Skoda JS, то 
це, як на мене, ширма, яка має 
створювати враження залучен- 
ня до української атомної енер- 
гетики, в якій домінує Росія, 
європейських компаній», — каже в 
інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода Ян Гавер- 
камп з міжнародної екологічної 
організації Greenpeace. 

Сам «Народний Фронт» висту- 
пив із заявою, в якій говориться 


Авакова 


про «інформаційну атаку» на 
уряд 1 «Народний фронт» з боку 
Росії та діячів, які обслуговують 
російські інтереси в Україні. 

У заяві згадується депутат 
від «Блоку Петра Порошенка» 
Сергій Лещенко, який onpu- 
люднював інформацію про 
Мартиненка. У заяві Лещенка 
називають тим, хто «захищає 
інтереси великого енергетичного 
російського бізнесу --а значить, і 
Кремля». 

«Народний фронт» звертає 
увагу, що інформацію про Мар- 
тиненка і оборудки в галузі 
ядерної енергетики  оприлюд- 
нювали ліва чеська газета Pravo 
(Rude Ргауо в часи комунізму 
в Чехословаччині), а також - 
більшою мірою - швейцарський 
тижневик SonntagsZeitung, який 
«Народний Фронт» називає «ав- 
торитетним» — саме в лапках. 

Щодо самого тижневика, то він 
і справді не є політичним важко- 
ваговиком, хоча на своєму сайті 
зазначає, що є «європейською га- 
зетою року». 

«То не є такого європейського 
рівня газета, як от (швейцарські - 
ред.) Neue Ziircher Zeitung чи Le 
Temps. Вона є відомою, але BBa- 
жати її газетою європейського 
чи міжнародного рівня було б 
важко. Мені важко сказати, чи ця 
газета є проросійською, бо вона 
не входить в коло газет мого 
інтересу. Але навряд чи хтось 
скаже, що ця газета входить до 
кола часописів європейського 
чи світового рівня. Я її такою не 
вважаю», - сказав Радіо Свобода 
економіст і меценат Богдан Гав- 
рилишин, який постійно живе у 
Швейцарії, але багато працює в 
Україні. 

За словами Гаврилишина, 
Росія має вплив у Швейцарії 
через те, що багато заможних 
росіян тримають гроші в швей- 
царських банках, але водночас 
додав, що пересічні швейцарці 
мають нині про Україну через 
Євромайдан і війну на Сході до- 
сить позитивне уявлення. Також, 
на його думку, Швейцарія під час 
головування в ОБСЄ минулого 
року «щиро намагалася владнати 
українську кризу», але не змогла 
це зробити через слабкість самої 
ОБСЄ. Швейцарія також долучи- 
лася до санкцій ЄС проти Росії, 
хоча не є членом ані EC, ані 
НАТО. 

Справи Мартиненка 1 Кня- 
жицького | пов'язують лише 
однакові імена i приналежність 
до однієї політичної сили, 
вважає політичний експерт, ди- 
ректор Агентства моделювання 
ситуацій Віталій Бала. 

«Ці справи пов'язує лише 
те, що один і другий - Мико- 
ли. Щодо Княжицького, то це 
дійсно виглядає як примітивна 
провокація з декількох причин. 
Можливо причини пов'язані 
з колишнім партнерством по 
TVI, можливо, з тим, що він 
є головою комітету і займає 
антипутінську позицію. А от 
стосовно пана Мартиненка, я 
думаю, це трохи інше, і тут ма- 
ють розбиратись правоохоронні 
органи Швейцарії. Тут я б був 
більш обережний. Спроби якось 
їх поєднати виглядають не зовсім 
коректно», - каже він. 

Експерт вважає, що, якби 
певні сили хотіли завдати удару 
уряду Яценюка та «Народному 
фронту», то його спрямовували 
б не на Княжицького, а на більш 
близьких прем'єру людей. 
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Left to Right: Renata Roman, Justin Trudeau, Chrystia Freeland, Borys Wrzesnewskyj, Taras Zalusky, Markian 


Trudeau meets with 
community representatives 


Shwec. 


(UkrNews/UCC National}— 
March federal Liberal Leader, Justin 
Trudeau, met with representatives of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Commun- 
ity in Toronto, which also included 
via teleconference key leaders from 
communities in Western Canada. 
The meeting was chaired by Renata 
Roman, VP of the Ukrainian Can- 
adian Congress (UCC). 

The meeting focused on the con- 
tinued invasion of Ukraine by Rus- 
sia, which was summarized on be- 
half of the community by Markian 
Shwec, Chair EuroMaidan Can- 
ada. Other key contributors from 
the UCC included, Ian and Marta 
Ihnatowycz, Ian being the Vice 
Chair of the UCC Advisory Coun- 
cil, and Ruslana Wrzesnewskyj, 
member UCC Advisory Council, 
with closing remarks presented 
by Taras Zalusky, UCC Executive 
Director. 

“Canada and Ukraine have al- 
ways shared a special relationship, 
and because of these strong ties, 
events in the region have hit es- 
pecially close to home,” said Tru- 
deau. “This discussion was an im- 
portant opportunity to reaffirm the 
Liberal Party’s staunch support for 
Ukraine, and firm stance against 
Russian military aggression.” 


Joined at the roundtable by Lib- 
eral MPs Chrystia Freeland, Ralph 
Goodale, and Mark Eyking, as 
well as Liberal MPP Yvan Baker 
and Liberal candidate for Etobi- 
coke Centre, Borys Wrzesnewskyj, 
Trudeau reiterated Liberal calls for 
immediate action in the following 
areas: 

« For Russia to release Ukrainian 
soldier, Nadiya Savchenko; 

« For the Conservative govern- 
ment to add Igor Sechin and Vladi- 
mir Yakunin to the list of sanc- 
tioned Russians; 

* For the Conservative govern- 
ment to work with our allies on 
the feasibility of cutting off certain 
Russian banks from the SWIFT 
network; and 

» For Western governments and 
multilateral institutions, such as 
the International Monetary Fund, 
the World Bank, and the Euro- 
pean Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, to strongly support 
Ukraine as it undertakes essential 
economic reforms. 

“Liberals believe that Canada 
has a vital role to play in helping 
to bring an end to this conflict, 
including supporting the essen- 
tial institutions of democracy that 
will place the country on a solid 


footing,” said Trudeau. “We will 
continue to consult and work with 
Ukrainian-Canadians to push for 
more effective federal government 
action to restore peace and security 
in Ukraine.” 

Trudeau engaged the audience 
on each point and reaffirmed the 
Liberal Party’s support for Ukraine 
and its undisputed sovereignty. “It 
was encouraging to hear first-hand 


from Mr. Trudeau the position of , 


the Liberal Party of Canada to- 
wards Ukraine” said Shwec. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress, at all levels, National, 
Provincial, and local, continues 
to meet with the Government and 
opposition parties to represent the 
interests of the Ukrainian Can- 
adian community, in particular to 
strengthen the commitment and 
support for Ukraine during this dif- 
ficult hybrid-war with Russia. 
Liberal Leader Justin Trudeau 
meets with representatives of the 
ОКгаїпіап community 


HOW ARE MARTHA AND HENRY’S KIDS 
DOING THESE DAYS? 
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Христос Воскрес! 


З Воскресінням Христовим щиро Вас вітаю! 
Жити в радості й любові від душі бажаю! 
Запашною нехай буде Великодня Паска 
{ до віку буде з Вами світла Божа ласка! 


Christ is Risen! 


Wishing you and your family an Easter filled 
with happines, faith, and joy! 


Nicholson announces support 
for Ukrainian democracy 


(UkrNews)—Rob Nicholson, Minister of Foreign Affairs, on behalf 
Christian Paradis, Minister of International Development and La Franco- 
phonie, announced three initiatives to support Ukraine’s efforts in build- 
ing a more peaceful, democratic and prosperous future for its people, on 
March 18. 

These include funding for the following projects: 

¢ $1.2 million to the Organization for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe to support the administration and coordination of elections; 

¢ $3 million to the International Foundation for Electoral Systems to 
strengthen reform on transparency and anti-corruption in the Ukrainian 
political process; and 

+ $2.9 million to the National Democratic Institute to help Ukrainians 
practise transparent election financing and promote women’s political 
empowerment. 

The projects, totalling $7.1 million, will promote the participation of 
citizens, particularly women, as well as enhance civil society engage- 
ment in the electoral process. 

“One year ago, the world witnessed the illegal annexation of Crimea, 
and today the Putin regime continues to violate Ukraine’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity. Despite this, the Ukrainian people have achieved 
remarkable progress toward ensuring a democratic and prosperous fu- 
ture. As we commend the Ukrainian people for their courage and resili- 
ence, Canada reiterates its commitment to support them in the face of 
Russian aggression and calls upon Russia to fully implement its Minsk 
commitments and get out of Ukraine,” said Nicholson. 

“Canada continues to be a world leader in helping to advance democ- 
racy, strengthen human rights and support sustainable economic growth 
in Ukraine. We will continue to work with the Government of Ukraine 
to assist with the reforms needed to realize the country’s full economic 
potential and build a sound public institutional and legal environment for 
closer integration with Europe,” added Paradis. 


Decades ago, former Premier Ralph Klein introduced us 
to Martha and Henry - the average Albertan couple. 


How are their kids doing? 


The kids are worried. Not just about dignity for their parents, 
but also the lack of schools and affordable child care spaces. 


You can count on the Alberta Liberal Opposition to ask 
the tough questions. 


Let us know how you are doing. Phone 780.427.2292, through our 
website at www.liberalopposition.com, or e-mail 
liberal.correspondence@assembly.ab.ca. 


Liberal 


ALBERTA LIBERAL OPPOSITION 


Ukraine says it will stop 
buying Russian gas in April 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s energy minister has said the country plans to 
stop buying Russian gas as of April 1. 

Volodymyr Demchyshyn told a briefing in Kyiv on March 23 that 
Ukraine does not need Russian gas “at the moment” and added, “We will 
simply stop buying it.” 

Longstanding tensions between the neighbors over gas supplies 
worsened after the ouster in February 2014 of Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych, who spurned a planned trade deal with the EU and sought 
to bolster ties with Russia. 

The EU brokered a deal governing Russian gas supplies to Ukraine 
over the winter, but Kyiv and Moscow are arguing over the price Ukraine 
will pay after it expires at the end of March. 

Demchyshyn said on March 21 that he was confident Russia would 
have to sharply lower the price because increased imports from the EU 
have reduced Ukraine’s reliance on Russian gas. 

Ukraine currently pays $329 per 1,000 cubic meters, and Russia wants 
it to pay $348 as of April 1, but Demchyshyn said a reasonable price 
would be $240 to $250. 
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Rada OKs bill on special 
status for rebel east 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian law- 
makers have approved a draft law 
to grant special status to the rebel- 
held areas in the country’s east. 

The Verkhovna Rada approved 
the bill on March 17. 

It was part of a package of legis- 
lative proposals made by President 
Petro Poroshenko and that have been 
sharply criticized by both Russia and 
the pro-Russian separatists. 

The Verkhovna Rada approved 
the bill on March 17, along with a 
series of other legislative propos- 
als by President Petro Poroshenko 
Russia and the rebels have sharply 
criticized the proposals put before 
Ukrainian deputies. 

The text of the bill outlines the 
boundaries of particular districts in 
the areas under pro-Russian sep- 
aratist control that could be granted 
special status with limited self-rule. 

That was a key part of the cease- 
fire deal reached in Minsk on Feb- 
ruary 12. 

The bill says rebel-held areas 
in Donetsk and Luhansk regions 
will be granted their special status 
after holding elections in accord- 
ance with Ukrainian law and under 
international observation. 

Ukrainian government forces 
have been battling the separatists in 
the country’s east in a conflict that 
has killed more than 6,000 thou- 
sand people since April 2014. 

Fighting has decreased since the 
cease-fire came into force on Feb- 
ruary 15, with both sides accusing 
each other of violations. 

Russia’s Foreign Ministry said 
on March 16 that the proposals put 
before Ukrainian deputies included 
“additional terms never previously 
discussed.” 


Christ 18 Risen! 


Ukrainian Credit Union Limited 
wishes everyone a very Happy Easter! 


Website 
www.ukrainiancu.com 
www.ucublu.com 


Call Centre 


416.922.4407 
800.461.0777 


S 
A woman walks out of her damaged house in the town of Debaltseve, 
northeast of Donetsk, on March 17. 


The ministry said Poroshenko 
had “totally ignored” Minsk pro- 
visions calling for dialogue with 
the pro-Russian rebels on arrange- 
ments for local elections and the 
regions’ future status. 

Speaking in Moscow on March 
17, Russian Foreign Minister Ser- 
gei Lavrov said the bill on the 
special status was a “sharp depar- 
ture” from the Minsk agreements 
because it tied special status to 
elections in which the rebel leaders 
would not take part. 

Russian news agency RIA 
Novosti quoted Aleksei Kary- 
akin, the so-called speaker of the 
People’s Council of the self-pro- 
claimed Luhansk People’s Repub- 
lic, as saying, “All the questions 
which the Kyiv parliament con- 
sidered today completely contra- 
dict the Minsk agreements.” 

He also accused Kyiv of plan- 
ning “new bloodshed” in eastern 
Ukraine. 

Denis Pushilin, a separatist lead- 
er in Donetsk region, described the 


bills on March 16 as “a crude viola- 
tion” of the Minsk deal. 

Ukrainian lawmakers also ap- 
proved on March 17 an appeal by 
Poroshenko to the UN Security 
Council to support the dispatch ofa 
peacekeeping force to the east, and 
a bill declaring the rebel-areas as 
“temporarily occupied territories.” 

Andrei Purgin, the self-styled 
parliament speaker of the self- 
declared Donetsk People’s Repub- 
lic, told Interfax news agency on 
March 17, “We are categorically 
against introduction of peacekeep- 
ers, unless these are Russian.” 

“There is no point in introducing 
peacekeepers and no reason for 
that either,” he added. 

The Verkhovna Rada also sup- 
ported a bill on admitting units of 
foreign armed forces on Ukraine’s 
territory to take part in military 
exercises. 

The text says Ukraine plans this 
year to conduct three drills with the 
U.S. military and two with the Pol- 
ish Army. 


Top British diplomat: ‘Russia 
must return Crimea to Ukraine’ 


(RFE/RL)—Britain’s top dip- 
lomat says Russia “must return 
Crimea to Ukraine,” calling the 
Kremlin’s forcible annexation of 
the Black Sea peninsula last year 
“completely unacceptable.” 

“The annexation of Crimea was 
illegal and illegitimate in March 
2014, and remains illegal and il- 
legitimate in March 2015,” Brit- 
ish Foreign Secretary Philip Ham- 
mond said in March 22 comments. 
posted on the British Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office’s website. 

Russia annexed Crimea from 
Ukraine after sending troops there 
and staging a secession referendum 
on March 16, 2014, that was de- 
clared illegal in an overwhelming 
vote in the UN. 

Hammond called the referendum 
a “sham” and a “fig leaf’ for Rus- 
sian President Vladimir Putin’s 
“land grab.” 

“This behavior threatens inter- 
national security and has grave im- 
plications for the legal order that 
protects the integrity and sovereign- 
ty of all states,’ Hammond said. 

Hammond’s comments came a 
day after the one-year anniversary of 
Russia’s formal takeover of Crimea. 

“Since the illegal annexation, 
political freedom has [been] re- 
duced and those who have dared to 
speak out have been threatened and 
subjected to violence,” he said. 

Hammond added that “human 


tights abuses in Crimea are particu- 
larly affecting ethnic minorities, with 
over 100 raids on Crimean Tatar 
homes reported” over the past year. 

Crimea’s annexation and the 
subsequent Moscow-backed insur- 
gency in eastern Ukraine prompted 
the West to impose sanctions on 
Russia. 

Aleksei Pushkoy, the hard-line 
chairman of the Russian State 
Duma’s International Affairs Com- 
mittee, responded on Twitter by say- 
ing that “Crimea has a lot more right 
to the status of Russian territory than 
the Falkland Islands do to having the 
status of Britain’s territory.” 

Britain has held the Falkland 
Islands, known in Argentina as the 
Malvinas, since 1833 and fought 
a war against Argentina over the 
isles in 1982. 

Britain has said the people of the 
Falkland Islands are British cit- 
izens “out of choice.” 

“London should have a break 
and have a Twix,” Pushkov wrote, 
а reference to an ad campaign for a 
popular chocolate bar. 

He added: “All Western polls 
conducted in Crimea indicate that 
an absolute majority of Crimean 
residents support reintegration 
with Russia.” й 

Putin said on March 18 that the 
annexation was necessary to pro- 
tect ethnic Russians in Crimea and 
reclaim Russia’s “historic roots.” 
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Powerful Governor 
Kolomoyskiy resigns 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko has signed a de- 
cree dismissing powerful tycoon 
Thor Kolomoyskiy as governor of 
Dnipropetrovsk, a region near sep- 
aratist-held territory in the south- 
east. 

Kolomoyskiy’s departure fol- 
lows a public dispute over control 
of state oil companies and accusa- 
tions that the prominent former ally 
of Poroshenko was using private 
armed forces to protect and pro- 
mote his interests. 

The showdown deepened con- 
cerns about the stability and secur- 
ity of Ukraine, which is struggling 
with a Russian-backed rebellion in 
the eastern provinces of Donetsk 
and Luhansk and severe economic 
troubles. 

According to a statement post- 
ed on his website at 1:45 a.m. on 
March 25, Poroshenko signed the 
decree after Kolomoyskiy submit- 
ted his resignation as governor of 
Dnipropetrovsk, which lies south- 
east of Kyiv and borders the Don- 
etsk province to its east. 

It said Poroshenko signed the 
dismissal decree during a meeting 
with Kolomoyskiy and showed a 
photo of the two at a table, with 
only the back of the tycoon’s head 
visible. 

The statement said Poroshenko 
told Kolomyoysky that Dniprope- 
trovsk “must remain a bastion of 
Ukraine in the east and protect the 
peace and calm of our citizens.” 

The wording reflected persistent 
concerns in Kyiv that the Russian- 
backed rebels may seek to push 
further west despite a European- 
brokered deal on a cease-fire and 
political settlement of the conflict, 
which has killed more than 6,000 
people since April 2014. 

Kolomoyskiy, 52, billionaire co- 
founder of the banking chain Pri- 
vatbank, has financed battalions of 
pro-Kyiv forces fighting the sep- 
aratists, which Kyiv and Western 


thor Kolomoyskiy 


governments accuse the Kremlin 
of supporting with weapons and 
personnel. 

He was one of several tycoons, 
considered too rich to bribe, who 
were appointed to leadership pos- 
itions in a bid to ensure stability 
after the ouster of Russian-backed 
President Viktor Yanukovych in 
February 2014 following months of 
protests over his decision to scrap 
plans for closer ties with the EU. 

But an uneasy alliance with 
Poroshenko appeared to disinte- 
grate in recent weeks as the tycoon 
clashed with the government over 
control of two state-owned energy 
companies, Ukrnafta and Ukrtrans- 
nafta. 

The previous week, Ukraine’s 
parliament passed a law reducing 
Kolomoyskiy’s power as minority 
shareholder in the companies and 
permitted a management change 
that he had previously blocked. 

On March 22, armed men oc- 
cupied the Kyiv headquarters of 
Ukmmafta, and lawmaker Serhiy 
Leshchenko said they were linked 
to Kolomoyskiy. 

Another lawmaker, Mustafa 
Nayyem, said the armed men at- 
tacked and beat him when he tried 
to enter the building to inquire 
about the occupation. 

The occupation came days after 
armed men also suspected of acting 


NATO commander 


calls for using “all 
tools’ to help Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—NATO’s top military commander says the West should 
consider using all its tools to help Ukraine in its fight against Russian- 
backed separatists, including sending defensive weapons. 

U.S. Air Force General Philip Breedlove said on March 22 that he does 
not “think that any tool of [the] U.S. or any other nation’s power should 


necessarily be off the table.” 


“Could [supplying Western lethal weapons to Ukraine] be destabilizing? 
The answer is yes. Also, inaction could be destabilizing,” he said. 

Breedlove’s remarks came at a press conference after he was asked if 
he favors sending defensive weapons to Ukraine. 

Breedlove said the West should respond to what he described as 
diplomatic, information, military, and economic tactics that were being 


used against Ukraine. 


He didn’t name Russia in his comments. 

Breedlove added that NATO intelligence pointed to “disturbing” 
military developments on the ground in eastern Ukraine. 

He expressed concerned over the implementation of a cease-fire 
agreement reached in Minsk in February between the Ukrainian 
government and pro-Russian separatists in eastern Ukraine. 

Breedlove is NATO’s supreme allied commander Europe and 
commander of the U.S. European Command. 


on orders Kolomoyskiy’s orders 
briefly occupied the headquarters 
of Ukrnafta’s pipeline management 
subsidiary, Ukrtransnafta. 

On March 19, Kolomoyskiy 
went to the office of Ukrtransnafta 
after the company’s supervisory 
board replaced its chief, Oleksandr 
Lazorko, a Kolomoyskiy associate. 

At one point, Kolomoyskiy told 
reporters he was protecting the 
building from “Russian saboteurs.” 

The government said there was 
no attempted sabotage. 

Poroshenko has ordered all pri- 
vate battalions to be integrated 
with the official armed forces. 

In a pointed warning to Kolo- 
тоузкКіу, Poroshenko told a meet- 
ing of military commanders on 
March 23 that “none of the govern- 
ors will have their private armed 
forces.” 

Kolomoyskiy has interests in 
energy, media, aviation and metals. 

Lawmaker Borys Fliatov said on 
Facebook that a deputy governor of 
Dnipropetrovsk, Hennadiy Korban, 
resigned after Kolomoyskiy’s dis- 
missal. 

Poroshenko named Yalentin 
Reznichenko as acting governor of 
Dnipropetrovsk, the statement on 
his website said. 
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2015 Escorted Tours to Ukraine 


You’ve never really travelled until you’-ve been home! 
Cobblestone Freeway offers handcrafted ALL INCLUSIVE tours - inspired by tradition! 
Kyiv - Odesa - Chernivtsi - Lviv 
The Carpathian Mountains - Villages and more... 


Easter Vesna Ukraine Fall 

in Ukraine Spring Tour Illuminated Fantasy 

April 7 - 21 May 17-31 August 11-25 September 2 - 19 
$2400 $2900 $2400 $3400 


Fly from anywhere in Canada - Flight price charged separately 
See our website or give us a call for details! 


Office: (780) 436.7482 Toll Free: 1-855-787-7482 
info@cobblestonefreeway.ca / www.cobblestonefreeway.ca 


Other tours include: Music Tour with Brian Cherwick, Ukrainian Dance Tour, Budmo Train, 
Photography Journey to Ukraine, Springtime in Croatia, Balkan Journeys and more... 


* Private Custom or Family Tours available upon request 
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Respond to Canada’s need for immigrants. 


Become a Regulated 
Immigration Consultant 


Full-time | Part-time | Online 


ICCRC Apply today. Contact our program 


ACCREDITED adviser at 604.899.0803 or email 
EDUCATIONAL — admissions@ashtoncollege.com. 
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Canada can lead 


by example 
(We have done so in the past) 


None of the three major parties in Canada’s Parliament are prepared 
to provide lethal defensive aid to Ukraine’s armed forces on a unilateral 
basis, but are prepared to follow suit of other allies do the same. 

There is a major problem with that approach. 

Despite the immense support for proving such aid by both parties in Con- 
gress, U.S. President Barak Obama prefers not to listen to the voices of his 
own representatives, instead following the lead of Germany’s Chancellor 
Angela Merkel and France’s President Francois Hollande. Both of them are 
opposed to providing Ukraine with lethal defensive weapons, supposedly 
for the reason that it will prompt Russia to escalate the war. As if Russia 
is not escalating already? In our view, France and Germany don’t want to 
provide weapons to Ukraine (though France is eager to sell warships to 
Russia) because of business interests. In other words they are putting their 
own selfish economic interests ahead of the moral duty to deter Russian 
aggression. In this respect Germany and France - two of World War II’s 
biggest losers — are following in the footsteps of the 1930’s appeasers like 
Neville Chamberlain who gave Adolph Hitler whatever he wanted — which 
only whetted his appetite for more and led to World War II. What applied to 
Hitler in the 1930s applies similarly to Vladimir Putin today. 

But Canada does not have to wait for Obama, Merkel or Hollande to 
do the right thing. Canada can lead by example as it has in the past. 

On December 2, 1991, Canada became the first Western country and 
the second in the world (after Poland) to officially recognize Ukraine’s in- 
dependence. Prime Minister Brian Mulroney did not wait for U. S. President 
George Н. W. Bush (he of Chicken Kiev fame) to act. And it’s good that he 
didn’t Bush waited a full 23 days before he finally recognized Ukraine’s 
independence on December 25, 1991. And that was a full 17 days after the 
presidents of Ukraine, Russia and Belarus effectively dissolved the USSR 
with the creation of the Commonwealth of Independent States. 

With his bold and decisive action, Mulroney led the way and cemented 
Canada’s special relationship with Ukraine. 

In 1992 Governor General Ray Hnatyshyn, the representative of Can- 
ada’s Head of State, Queen Elizabeth II, paid an official state visit to 
Ukraine, further enhancing that special relationship. 

Leaders of the other two parties have also led the way. In 2004 Liberal 
Prime Minister Paul Martin sent an unprecedented 500 election monitors 
to ensure democracy in Ukraine. In 1995 Saskatchewan’s NDP Premier 
Roy Romanow became the first provincial leader to visit Ukraine leading 
the way for cooperation on that level. 

So the Government of Canada can now lead the way by acting upon 
the recommendations of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress to: 

* Provide Ukraine with the defensive weapons, equipment and train- 
ing it needs to defend its territorial integrity and the lives of the civilian 
population that is subjected to continuous terrorist shelling; 

» Significantly increase the provision of communications and intelli- 
gence capabilities to Ukraine’s armed forces, including counter-artillery 
radar systems; 

* Dramatically increase sectoral sanctions against the Russian Federa- 
tion’s defense, energy and financial services — in particular banning Rus- 
sia from the SWIFT banking system. 

All these measures are necessary for Ukraine to maintain it struggle 
against Russian aggression and its very existence as an independent 
state. Canada has led by example in the past and can do the same in the 
present and future. 
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Canada can help Ukraine 
with immigration relief 


Proposal for a new immigration policy for Canada 
in view of the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine 


By Andriy Semotiuk 

Nearly 6,000 people have been killed in the fight- 
ing in Eastern Ukraine, tens of thousands have been 
injured and over one million people have been dis- 
placed. While Canada and the U.S. have sent arms and 
are training Kurds to fight in Iraq and the U.S. is even 
sending arms to Syrian rebels to fight in Syria, neither 
country is providing Ukraine the military equipment it 
needs to defend itself against the unprovoked and un- 
justified military aggression by neighboring Russia. In- 
deed, despite the fact that over the last 20 years Ukrain- 
ian soldiers have laid down their lives helping NATO 
and that NATO recently recognized on its web site that 
Ukraine is the only partner country that has contrib- 
uted, at one stage or another, to all ongoing NATO-led 
operations - not one NATO country has so far provided 
defensive military arms to Ukraine. The military, eco- 
nomic and social costs of the war on Ukraine have been 
staggering. Yet there is little relief in sight. 

In the face of these facts, the very least Canada can 
do at this moment is to adopt some supportive im- 
migration programs to relieve some of the strain of 
Ukraine’s humanitarian crisis. This paper outlines 
some programs Canada can adopt in this regard. 

A campaign in Canada to help the situation in 
Ukraine through immigration relief could involve 
three phases: (1) agreeing on a plan for humanitarian 
assistance in regard to immigration to present to the 
leaders of the government of Canada and the ргоу- 
inces; (2) persuading Canada to adopt the plan; and 
(3) implementing specific programs to help immigrant 
families take advantage of the new measures. 


Phase 1 — Programs 
1. Public Announcement of Immigration Relief 
The initial step needed is a public statement by the 
Prime Minister of Canada recognizing the humanitar- 
ian crisis in Ukraine and declaring Canada’s support for 
the victims of the war. Such a statement should indicate 
that Canadian officials should accept applications from 
Ukrainian immigrants in Canada and at Canadian Con- 
sulates overseas with compassion and empathy. 


2. Temporary Resident Visas and Work Permits 
As Immediate Relief 

The destruction resulting from the war in Ukraine 
over the past 12 months should lead Canada Citizen- 
ship and Immigration to grant temporary resident visas 
and work permits to Ukrainians in Canada from the 
time of the Russian invasion of Crimea and afterwards. 
Thus, for those individuals who are from Ukraine and 
are currently legally in Canada and those who may ar- 
rive legally in the foreseeable future, Canada should 
announce that they are authorized to apply for tempor- 
ary resident visas and work permits for a period of 12 
months, or such longer time as may be necessary after- 
wards, so they can stay, work and be protected from 
removal for failure to return to Ukraine. 

Such a measure will help Ukraine by not adding to 
an already impossible burden in dealing with a popula- 
tion that in many cases is unable to find suitable or any 
work to perform due to the devastation wrought by the 
war with Russia together with the economic crisis pre- 
cipitated by Russia’s punitive energy and other hostile 
trade policies directed at Ukraine. As already pointed 
out, the scale of the humanitarian crisis—estimated 
at nearly six thousand Ukrainians dead, tens of thou- 
sands injured and over one million displaced, provides 
ample justification for this announcement. 

In the 1990s Canada adopted a similar program to 
aid Yugoslavians who were affected by the civil war 
there. Under that program citizens of Yugoslavia with 
relatives in Canada and former Yugoslavian refugee 
claimants who were in Canada, were granted tempor- 
ary resident visas and work permits as well as student 
visas. A similar program for Ukrainians is needed in 
Canada today. 


3) Protected Persons Class 

Historically Canada has also made provisions 
for persons in humanitarian and compassionate cir- 
cumstances abroad. For example, in the early 1990s 
Canada designated certain political prisoners and op- 
pressed persons as a class that was able to come to 
Canada under relaxed criteria to enable persons in 
Eastern Europe and in Latin America to immigrate. 
Such a program could be adopted for Ukrainians today 
and could involve the following features: 


1) Any Ukrainian who had approved applications 
to immigrate to Canada at the time of the invasion of 
Crimea or since and who are waiting for visas to be- 
come available, should now be approved to come to 
Canada on an expedited basis through the issuance of 
Temporary Resident Visas and work permits to come 
to Canada while their permanent visas are processed 
and completed. 

2) Any Ukrainian family that has lost a close family 
member in the war, including parents, grandparents or 
children, and who have immediate family members in 
Canada, that is to say, spouses, parents and children as 
well as brothers and sisters, who are prepared to peti- 
tion to sponsor and provide support should be granted 
expedited processing and humanitarian temporary 
resident visas, open work permits and student visas to 
be able to enter Canada as soon as possible. 

3) Canada should give humanitarian temporary 
resident visas and student visas to Ukrainian children 
who are currently in the process of being adopted by 
Canadian residents to facilitate their quick entry into 
Canada. Further, Canada should grant temporary resi- 
dent visas to those orphans in Ukraine who are legally 
confirmed as orphans as a result of the war and facili- 
tate the entry into this country of those orphans who 
have family members in Canada that would make it 
possible for the orphans to come to Canada as tempor- 
ary resident visa holders and students until such time 
as they may be eligible for inter-country adoption in 
cooperation with the Ukrainian government. 

All such above-mentioned immigrants may in time 
become eligible to apply for permanent residence in 
Canada, such as under the Canadian Experience Class 
involving at least one year of full time employment 
in a skilled job for those who have learned English 
and have suitable educational credentials. Others may 
marry Canadians or study their way into permanent 
status. On the other hand, if things settle down in 
Ukraine, many may want to return home to rebuild 
their country. 

These measures would relieve at least some of the 
humanitarian burden in Ukraine and would increase 
the financial remittances sent back to Ukraine to pro- 
vide critical help as that nation tries to rebuild. 


Phase 2 — Advocacy 

It is anticipated that this policy paper would be pre- 
sented to leading organizations in the Ukrainian com- 
munity — the Ukrainian World Congress, the Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Congress, the Canada Ukraine Founda- 
tion and the Ukrainian Canadian Bar Association for 
their support. It is hoped that these organizations will 
unite and put forward this proposal, subject to any 
additions or corrections they may feel needed, to the 
government of Canada for adoption. 

This is an election year and for this reason this pro- 
gram may be suitable to present to the various parties 
for consideration. 

Over the course of the last 10 years Canada has 
accepted less than 2500 new permanent residents 
from Ukraine each year. Given the tragic nature of 
circumstances in Ukraine now, the Ukrainian com- 
munity should target persuading Canada to accept up 
to 10,000 Ukrainian immigrants per year for the next 
three years through the programs set out in this paper. 
It was recently announced that Canada will accept 
10,000 Syrians as immigrants under a new program. 
While public declarations of such targets may not al- 
ways result in favorable responses since various coun- 
tries suffer from maladies that could inspire similar 
demands. In the case of Ukraine however, especially 
given Canada’s very positive 125 year experience with 
immigration from Ukraine, the 75 year cold war that 
prevented Ukrainian-Canadians from sponsoring their 
families to Canada, and the contributions Ukraine 
has made militarily in NATO led wars particularly in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, and Yugoslavia and practical polit- 
ical considerations dealing with the crisis in Ukraine 
today, a similar number of Ukrainian immigrants per 
year is not an unreasonable target. 


Phase 3 — Implementation 

As and when these programs are implemented it 
is anticipated that immigration lawyers in Canada as 
well as community groups will strive to register eli- 
gible persons for the benefits provided. 
Andriy J. Semotiuk is an immigration lawyer based 
in Toronto 
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From Munich to Kyi 


By Petr Kolar and Juraj Mesik, 
Project Syndicate, March 13, 2015 

In 1938, when British Prime 
Minister Neville Chamberlain 
returned from Munich proclaiming 
“peace in our time,” Winston 
Churchill famously denounced the 
decision Britain and France had 
just made. “You were given the 
choice between war and dishonor,” 
he said. “You chose dishonor and 
you will have war.” 

Sadly, British Prime Minister 
David Cameron, French President 
Егапсої5 Hollande, German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, and US 
President Barack Obama, facing 
a similar choice in Ukraine, have 
chosen dishonor as well. But now 
it is Ukraine that is getting the war, 
while Europe stands aside, even as 
its security is undermined and its 
values mocked. 

More than one hundred 
prominent Czech and Slovak 
public intellectuals have written an 
open letter to Europe’s key leaders, 
admonishing them to get off their 
chosen path of appeasement. As 
citizens of the successor states 
to Czechoslovakia, the country 
that received its death sentence at 
the Munich conference, we feel a 
particular responsibility to speak 
out. 

It has been a year since Ukraine’s 
citizens sent a corrupt regime 
packing, with many perishing 
under their national flag and the 
flag of the European Union, to open 
a path toward dignity and freedom 
for their country. It has also been 
a year since the Russian army 
occupied Crimea, violating the 
principle of the sanctity of borders 
upon which peace in Europe has 
stood since World War II. Today, 
the bloody footprints of Russian 
agents and soldiers are as evident 
in Ukraine as the poisonous traces 
of polonium were in the streets of 
London following the murder of 
the Russian dissident Alexander 
Litvinenko in 2006. The order 
for that murder, as an inquest in 
London is now hearing, can be 
traced to the Kremlin. 

As many as 50,000 Ukrainians 
and Russians may have died so far 
in Russia’s war against Ukraine, 
with almost two million expelled 
from their homes. Yet the leaders 


of the democratic West refer to 
Russia’s aggression on the territory 
of a foreign state in a type of 
Orwellian newspeak. They call it 
a “conflict” or a “situation” instead 
of what it is: an invasion and a war. 
As citizens of a region that endured 
both Nazi and Soviet occupation, 
we know all too well the danger of 
euphemism. 

In 1938, while other democracies 
silently looked on, Great Britain 
and France betrayed their ally 
Czechoslovakia. Under the pretense 
of protecting the German minority 
in the Sudetenland, they allowed 
Hitler to begin dismembering 
the entire country. Within six 
months of the Munich Agreement, 
on March 15, 1939, Hitler’s 
Wehrmacht was marching through 
the streets of Prague. Bohemia 
and Moravia became a Reich 
protectorate, and Slovakia was 
given nominal independence under 
a puppet regime. Czechoslovakia’s 
impressive industrial capacity 
and human resources were placed 
fully at the service of Hitler’s 
war machine. By the time Hitler 
attacked France, one-quarter of all 
German weapons came from the 
occupied Czech lands. 

Today, history appears to be 
repeating itself with a vengeance. 
In 1994, Ukraine surrendered 
its arsenal of nuclear weapons. 
Ву signing the Budapest 
Memorandum, the United 
States and the United Kingdom 
became guarantors of a disarmed 


_Ukraine’s territorial integrity and 


independence. They have betrayed 
that pledge with nary a political 
consequence to themselves. 

The paucity of support for 
embattled Ukraine from the Western 
democracies is a sad reminder of 
their failure to stand up to, Hitler 
(not only in Czechoslovakia, but 
also in the Spanish Civil War). And 
the craven refusal to live up to the 
Budapest Memorandum is casting 
a shadow on the credibility of 
other international guarantees and 
agreements, including the mutual- 
defense assurance that lies at the 
heart of NATO membership. After 
all, if one fundamental pledge can 
be broken for reasons of political 
expedience, why not another? 

Indeed, if no one in the West is 


Ukraine’s economy 
contracted by 6.8 


percent 


in 2014 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s state statistics service has reported that the 
country’s economy shrank by 6.8 percent in 2014, citing financial strains 
caused by fighting in the eastern part of the country. 

The statistic service also revised its figures on March 20 for the fourth 
quarter of 2014, saying the economy contracted by 14.8 percent, not 
15.2 percent as previously announced. 

Fighting between Ukrainian government forces and pro-Russian 
separatists in eastern Ukraine has drained Kyiv’s state coffers, as have 
sharply reduced commercial ties with Russia, its traditional trading part- 


ner. 


The International Monetary Fund (IMF), which recently approved a 
new $17.5 billion financing package for Ukraine, has forecast that its 
economy will shrink by some 5.5 percent this year and return to growth 


in 2016. 


The IMF warned that efforts to restore financial stability to Ukraine 
face “extremely high” risks from continued fighting in eastern Ukraine, 
where a shaky cease-fire has been in place since mid-February. 


willing to help Ukraine defend 
itselfand its 45 million people, what 
are the chances that the world’s 
democracies will risk confrontation 
with Russia to defend Estonia’s 
one million citizens, or Latvia’s 
two million, or Lithuania’s three 
million? 

Of course, it is always preferable 
to attempt to negotiate rather than 
resort to war. But a willingness 
only to negotiate is perceived in 
Vladimir Putin’s Russia as the sign 
of weakness that it is. Negotiations 
can succeed only if conducted 
alongside the toughest and broadest 
possible sanctions on the Russian 
economy and the provision of 
effective and extensive help to 
Ukraine. 

Ukraine’s citizens, like the 
citizens of Poland who fought alone 
after the betrayal at Munich, are 
fighting bravely against a ruthless 
aggressor. They do not fight for 
their freedom alone, but for the 
freedom of democratic Europe. To 
reward their courage with betrayal 
mocks everything that the West 
believes about itself. 

Let us be clear: Russia’s war 

against Ukraine is an attempt 
to stop the eastward spread of 
democracy in Europe. War in 
Europe is here. Donations of 
bandages and blankets to Ukraine’s 
ravaged people will not stop the 
bloodshed — or prevent the West’s 
dishonor. 
Petr Коіаї is a former senior 
Czech diplomat and adviser to the 
late President Vaclav Havel. Juraj 
Mesik is a former member of the 
Czechoslovak parliament and a 
specialist with the World Bank. 


y| Dutch experts visit 


MH17 crash site 


(RFE/RL)-Dutch experts have returned to Ukraine to probe the crash 
site of a passenger jet, including visiting a location previously considered 
unsafe because of fighting with pro-Russian separatists. 

The Dutch Justice Ministry said on March 20 that a 12-person team 
consisting of defense and police officers would remain in the area until 
March 28. 

The Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 was shot down on July 17, killing 
all 298 people on board, most of them Dutch. 

On March 19, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov called for “un- 
biased and transparent” investigation into the downing of the plane. 

The call came after Dutch broadcaster RTL reported that a metal fragment 
from the crash site matches a Russian-made surface-to-air BUK rocket. 
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(Голос Америки)-- 
Розміщення ракетних комплексів 
«Іскандер» у Калінінграді та 
відправка 0 Криму ядерних 
бомбардувальників | у | рамках 
масштабної  загальноросійської 
«перевірки боєготовності» може 
підштовхнути США до надан- 
ня Україні оборонних озброєнь, 
адже саме це може бути єдиним 
варіантом відповіді на ескалацію 
з боку Росії, за винятком, знач- 


но більш «провокативних 
кроків», як-от розміщення у 
Східній | Європі стратегічних 


бомбардувальників. Про це йдеть- 
ся як у оглядах поточних подій від 
західних експертів, так і в комен- 
тарях російських «яструбів» на 
сторінках московської преси. 
«Справді, Путін готує Кубинсь- 
ку, а точніше Східнопруську, 
ракетну кризу, відправляючи 
до Калінінграда  «Іскандери». 
Але він не планує повторити 
невдачу Хрущова. У Заходу ж 


немає свого Кеннеді... Ну, чого 
би Путін кидав «Іскандери» до 
Калінінграда? Окрім таких яв- 
них причин, як наведення ядер- 
ного прицілу на Варшаву, Берлін 
та Стокгольм?» 

Це цитата 3 Twitter амери- 
канського експерта з безпеки та 
розвідки Джона Шиндлера. Стри- 
вожила його інформація про те, 
що у рамках російської «перевірки 
боєготовності» Ha стратегічно 
важливий російський плацдарм 
у центрі Європи відправляються 
унікальні російські ракетні ком- 
плекси, здатні нести ядерні за- 
ряди, і призначені для ураження 


цілей у глибині розташування 
військ противника. 
Стурбований голос Шиндле- 


ра поки що один з небагатьох на 
Заході. | питання тут не у якійсь 
нездатності бачити загрозу, чи 
млявості реакцій. Реакція є. На- 
приклад, у Польщі вже цього 
місяця пройдуть спільні зі США 


Зі світлим празником Христового 
Воскресення бажаємо радости, 
щастя та кріпкого здоров'я всім 

нашим клієнтам та цілій 
українській громаді. 
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«Калінінградська ракетна криза» може завершитися 
озброєнням України США - експерти про «Іскандери» 


військові навчання із використан- 
ням ракетних систем «Патріот». 
Вже сьогодні їх можна було поба- 
чити у Польщі. У рамках навчань 
НАТО Atlantic Resolve планують- 
ся 1 інші заходи. 

«Іскандери» - це справді се- 
рйозний виклик безпеці Європи, 
просто стикається з ним Захід 
не вперше, і вже виробив 1 
«товстішу шкіру», і варіанти 
протидії. У грудні 2014-ro 
«Іскандери» вже відправляли до 
Калінінграда, i потім забрали 
звідти, у ході військових навчань 
- повідомляв Business Insider. 

Саме «Іскандери» опинились 
у центрі міжнародного переля- 
ку у 2008-му році, коли тодішній 
президент Росії, а нині прем'єр 
міністр Дмитро Медведєв 
пообіцяв відправити «Іскандери» 
до Калінінграда у відповідь на 
плани США розгорнути у Польщі 
та Чехії системи  перехоплен- 
ня балістичних ракет (BSDM). 
Тоді у Росії вирішили, що цілями 
американської системи у Європі 
стануть не ймовірні ракети з Ірану, 
а сама Російська Федерація. 

Суть місії «Іскандерів» y 
Європі тоді добре розписав 
редактор сайту американсько- 
го аналітичного центру «Ат- 
лантична рада» Ніл Леслі у 
статті із промовистою назвою 
«Калінінградська ракетна кри- 
за». Деякі із його аргументів 
актуальні і через 7 років. 

На думку автора, Росія 
побоюється переваги НАТО у 
звичайному озброєнні, а тому 
прагне за будь-якої ціни зберег- 
ти можливість завдати першо- 
го удару у разі конфлікту. У цій 
ситуації «Іскандери», які запу- 
скають з пересувних платформ, 
рухаються низько над землею 3 
високою швидкістю, маневрують 
та відстрілюють фальшиві цілі, 
здатні уникнути протиракетних 
систем у тій же Польщі і точно 
вразити цілі, якими можуть бути 
і групи військ і системи перехо- 
плення балістичних ракет США у 
зоні дій «Іскандерів» (для різних 
модифікацій це від 400 до 1000 км 
— 3a інформацією ЗМІ - ред.). 

Такою ситуація бачилась у 
2008-му. У 2015-му році в Росії 
перед «Іскандерами» вже ставлять 
радикально інші завдання. Днями 
у російському виданні «Взгляд» 
написали розлогий матеріал з по- 
силом: «Іскандери» - це «шах і 
мат» від Росії усій системі безпе- 
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ки НАТО та ключ до перемоги у 
можливій війні в Європі». 

«Іскандер» — «ідеальний 
вбивця» саме таких систем, 
які США та НАТО намагають- 
ся розмістити на новому театрі 
воєнних дій. Ані американські 
«Петріоти», ані їх французькі 
аналоги не здатні самостійно 
відбити атаку на себе крилатими 
ракетами середньої дальності. 
Розташування у  Калінінграді 
«Текандерів» перетворює широ- 
ко розрекламовану систему ПРО 
у мішень», - смакує автор. 

Додає, «Іскандери» можуть 
мати і інше застосування: у разі 
потреби, на них буде покладена 
місія знищити військові aepo- 
дроми НАТО для забезпечення 
домінування Росії у повітрі над 
Балтикою та Скандинавією та 
забезпечити | передумови для 
перемоги Росії над НАТО у разі 
зіткнення в Європі. 

«Якщо коротко, вважається, 
що при зіткненні в Європі між 
Росією та НАТО - головним 
для о перемоги буде питання 
часу : наскільки швидко зможе 
надійти до Європи (якщо змо- 
же) підкріплення із Північної 
Америки (США ta Канади). 
Єдиним способом доставки ве- 
ликих мас живої сили і техніки 
були 1 лишаються військово- 
морські конвої. Росія повинна 
поставити під контроль простір 
Північної Атлантики. А досяг- 
нути цього можна проведенням 
комплексної десантної операції 
у північній Норвегії із затоплен- 
ням аеродромів НАТО, включ- 
но із ключовим — ісландським 
Кефлавіком. Контроль над ним 
забезпечить ВПС Росії кон- 
троль над усією Атлантикою до 
Азорських островів - крайньою 
південною точкою маршрутів 
потенційних конвоїв. Тим са- 
мим, питання знищення цих 
конвоїв стане технічним, а про 
північний маршрут можна буде 
забути, адже перекидання до 
північної Норвегії та Ісландії 
російського спецназу та ВПС 
порушить увесь баланс сил на 
європейському театрі військових 
дій у цілому», - розвиває думку 
про непереможність російської 
армії «Взгляд». 

Ситуація, звісно ж, не така, 
як її змальовують у «Взгляді». 
Вже згадана стаття Ніла Леслі 
відзначає: ще у 2008-му США 
були здатні до певної міри убез- 
печити свої об'єкти у Європі від 
ударів «Іскандерів». Цю роль мог- 
ли взяти на себе перехоплювачі 
«Патріот» та системи морського 
базування Aegis. 

«Попри те, що «Іскандери» це 
наступальна зброя здатна завда- 
ти удару по цілях протиракетної 
оборони у Чехії та Польщі це не 
означає, що система захисту від 
балістичних ракет США була 
би «нейтралізована», як ствер- 
джував Медведєв. Окрім того 
розміщення «Іскандерів» само 
по собі не збільшує ймовірність 
попереджувального удару з боку 
Росії. Такий напад отримав би 
негайну та вирішальну відсіч з 
боку НАТО, якої Кремль нама- 
гатиметься уникати 1 далі. Тож 
військова стратегія, не зміниться 
фундаментально навіть після 
розміщення | «Іскандерів» | у 
Калінінграді», - писав експерт. 

Деякі з його аргументів, звісно 
ж, не сприймаються у 2015 році, 
коли російська потуга  знач- 
но зросла у якісному плані, а 


агресивність доведена і подіями 
на сході України і серією потуж- 
них військових навчань, які серед 
іншого, показали здатність Росії 
швидко мобілізовувати значно 
більші технічні та людські ре- 
сурси, ніж досі у ході навчань 
змогли мобілізувати у НАТО. 

Саме ця агресія та загро- 
зи переміщення  «Іскандерів» 
до Калінінграда, та 
бомбардувальників Ty-22M3 до 
Криму, ще у січні підштовхнули 
конгресменів-республіканців 
Майка Роджерса та Майка Тер- 
нера звернутись до Держдепу та 
Міноборони США (їз закликом 
розглянути відправку до Східної 
Європи бомбардувальників 
подвійного призначення, здат- 
них нести ядерні бомби B-61, 
Законодавці також  заклика- 
ли розглянути будівництво у 
Східній Європі баз зберігання 
таких атомних бомб. Нині США 
мають від 160 до 200 В61 на ae- 
родромах у Німеччині, Бельгії, 
Голландії, Італії та Туреччині. 

Цей варіант відповіді - на 
можливі | російські | апетити 
(дивись сценарій від «Взгля- 
да» - прим.) та цілком реальну 
демонстрацію сили - не єдиний, 
Тим більше, що ядерні бомбар- 
дувальники США у Східній 
Європі перебували би у зоні ура- 
ження тих же «Іскандерів» та су- 
перечили б заяві НАТО від 1997- 
го року про відсутність планів 
розміщувати ядерну зброю на 
території нових членів. 

Колишній посол США в 
Україні, експерт аналітичного 
центру «Інститут Брукінгса» у 
Вашингтоні, Стівен Пайфер на 
початку лютого заявив - найкра- 
ща відповідь на російську ядер- 
ну зброю у Криму, це озброєння 
України. 

«США | мають надати 
українській армії значну військову 
допомогу, включно із захисним 
озброєнням, і зробити це треба не- 
гайно... Конгрес має підтримати 
потужнішу присутність США 
у Східній Європі... забезпечити 
фінансування відправки танків 
«Абрамс» та бойових машин 
«Бредлі» до Європи та вимагати 
у Адміністрації Обами посили- 
ти звичайні потужності США у 
Європі. Конгрес повинен нада- 
ти гроші для постійного пере- 
бування підрозділів армії США 
у країнах Балтії. Нарешті чле- 
ни Конгресу мають вимагати 
у своїх європейських колег по 
Парламентській асамблеї країн 
НАТО, щоб у Європі адекватно 
фінансували сили швидкого реа- 
гування НАТО та ставили своїх 
військових пліч-о-пліч з aMe- 
риканцями. Агресія Росії про- 
ти України вимагає сильнішої 
відповіді Заходу. Але хибним було 
би ставити ядерні сили США під 
удар та створювати умови для 
розколу у HATO, Отже має сенс 
займатись посиленням неядерних 
сил США у Східній Європі!», - за- 
кликав тоді Пайфер. 

Очевидно, що у світлі останніх 
ігор Росії у Криму та Калінінграді 
запропонований Пайфером 
варіант відповіді може і приверну- 
ти увагу Білого дому, тим більше, 
якщо «Іскандери» після навчань 
залишаться у Калінінграді, а бом- 
бардувальники - у Криму. 

Втім, He треба сподіватись, 
що посилення «звичайних» сил 
НАТО у Східній Європі у Росії не 
назвуть провокацією і відреагують 
цілком непередбачувано. 
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Canadian Ukrainian 
Catholic bishops 
greet Resurrection 


Pastoral Letter of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Bishops of Canada on the Occasion of the 


Feast Of The Resurrection Of Our Lord 2015 


Ed. Note: The Pastoral Letter of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
Canada was not available at press 
time. It will be pubished in the next 
(Julian Calendar) Easter issue. 


To the Reverend Clergy, Monastics 
and Religious Sisters and Broth- 
ers, Seminarians and Laity of the 
Ukzainian Catholic Church in Can- 
ada: 


Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen! 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 


“Behold, today is the day of the 
Resurrection, 

let us glory in the Feast; 

let us embrace one another 

in joy...” 

(from the stichera of 
Resurrection Matins) 


The glorious proclamation of 
Our Lord’s Resurrection marks the 
most joyous and transformative 
event in human history. During the 
Resurrection Matins we are over- 
whelmed by the power of God’s 
graciousness, a power that moves 
us to recognize more clearly the 
meaning of life itself: human life. 
“Come, o faithful! Let us drink a 
new drink . . . springing from the 
tomb which is a fountain of im- 
mortality.” On this day our world 
is transfigured; we stand with the 
apostles on Mt. Tabor and revel in 
the transfigured Lord who teaches 
us that death is conquered, the 
devil is vanquished! 

This joyous day, this new day, 
this feast of feasts fills us with a re- 
newed sense of hope that our earth- 
ly trials will pass, that our suffering 
will not endure. This new day, that 
comes through the cross and tomb, 
reminds us that even the evil of in- 
justice and war shall not endure. In 
spite of the horrors that our broth- 
ers and sisters in Ukraine face, they 
too sing these joyous hymns today 
and they too will know the victory 
of love over hatred, truth over lies, 
life over death! 

“Today is the day of the Resur- 
rection” and we pass from death to 
life. Today we “cleanse our senses 
that we may be able to contemplate 
Christ.” Today we come to know 
life — in its fullness! But today we 
also pray that we “who dwell on 
earth, [be made] worthy to glorify 
[God] with pure hearts.” Our hearts 
must be made pure because, like 
the myrrh-bearing women, we are 
called to carry the truth of this New 
Life into a world that lives in the 
shadow of death; a world that too 
often ignores the power of Christ’s 
Resurrection. We must be witness- 
es of the passage through the Cross 
to Life, where in the name of so- 
called compassion, many countries 
have opened the door to doctor- 
assisted suicide. On this Resurrec- 
tion day our parish communities, 
every one of us, are called to re- 
flect Christ's Life and Love. We 
are called to overcome a culture of 
death with the vibrant embrace of 
true Christian compassion, a com- 
passion which means (as the Latin 
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З Великим Днем Світлого Христового 
Воскресіння! 


Щиро вітаємо голову Української Греко-Католицької Церкви, 
Блаженнішого Святослава, Високопреосвященного Митрополита 
Лаврентія, Синод Української Греко-Католицької Церкви, 
усе духовенство, чернецтво, боголюбних мирян, проводи і членство 
українських громадських організацій та установ, та ввесь 
український нарід. 


Христос Воскрес! 
Воістину Воскрес! 


word portrays) being with the one 
who suffers. This calls us to com- 
mit to a joy that proclaims the 
value of human life, the value of 
our dependence on each other. To- 
day reaffirms our commitment to 
welcome those who despair of their 
lives into an embrace of care and 
value that radiates the joy of life 
with Christ! We remind the world 
of the Innocent One who “through 
His sufferings ... has clothed [us] 
mortals with the splendour of in- 
corruption.” Thus, “we sing a 
hymn of praise to Your passion and 
we glorify Your Resurrection.” 

We are the bearers of this great 

joy, of this great news, for “a glori- 
ous Passover has shone upon us, a 
Passover of the Lord, a Passover 
perfectly honourable: let us then 
embrace one another with joy” so 
that together we may sing: 
“Christ is risen from the dead, 
trampling down death by death! 
And to those in the tombs He grant- 
ed life.” 


Christ is Risen! 
Truly He is Risen! 


On this occasion of the Feast of Christ’s 

Resurrection, we wish that Christ bestow upon 

all of you His choicest graces to sanctify your 
souls, good health to continue your life’s 

endeavours, and profound happiness as you 
celebrate in your parishes, communities 

and families. 


Most Reverend David Motiuk 
Bishop of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Edmonton 


The blessing of the Lord be upon ttt : and Й 

you! : is a Ukrainian Catholic Council of Edmonton 
Sincerely in Christ, - 

+Lawrence Huculak, Metropolitan (Centr: alia) 


Archbishop of Winnipeg 
+Michael Wiwchar, Eparch 
Emeritus of Saskatoon 
+Severian Yakymyshyn, Eparch 
Emeritus of New Westminster 
+David Motiuk, Eparchial Bishop 
of Edmonton 

+Stephen Chmilar, Eparchial 
Bishop of Тогопіо 

+Ken Nowakowski, Eparchial 
Bishop of New Westminster 
+Bryan Bayda, Eparchial Bishop 
of Saskatoon 


along with its constituent organizations 


Terry Stychyshyn, EECKC President || 
Michael Buckler, UCY Leader 


Luba Kowalchyk, Council President 
Joyce Chrunik-Rudiak, UCWLC President 
Orest Boychuk, UCBC President 


BROTHERHOOD OF 


UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS 
IN CANADA 


БРАТСТВО УКРАЇНЦІВ 
КАТОЛИКІВ КАНАДИ 


УПРАВА | | 
ЕДМОНТОНСЬКОЇ 
ЄПАРХІЇ 


EDMONTON EPARCHIAL 
EXECUTIVE 


Christ is Risen! 
Indeed He is Risen! 


Христос Воскрес! 
Воістину Воскрес! 


May the peace and 
grace of our 
Risen Christ 

descend upon you 

and remain with 
you always! 


Нехай мир і 
благодать про 
Христа Воскреслого 
спускаються на вас 
і залишаються 
з вами завжди 


Easter Greetings from the UCBC Edmonton 
Eparchial Executive and all its Branches 


Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood 
of the Protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood of St. Basil the Great 
(a.k.a. St. Basil's Men's Clu 
Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood of the Holy Eucharist 
Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood of St. Josaphat 
Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood of St. Vladimir 
Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood of St. George 
Reverend Michael Kowalchyk — Spiritual Advisor 


"У 

) 
с нень й Bro Orest Boyehuk 
President 
UCBC - Edmonton Eparchy 


“Slawko Kindrachuk 
passes away 


(UCC National)—It is with great sadness 
that the Ukrainian Canadian Congress learned 
of the passing of an outstanding leader of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Community, Slawko 
Kindrachuk. The UCC issued the following 
statement on his passing: 

“Slawko Kindrachuk was a leader among 
men and a giant in the Ukrainian Canadian 
community. Slawko contributed tirelessly to 
the Ukrainian community for many years. 

Mr. Kindrachuk’s numerous volunteer 
contributions included: co-chairing the 
building committee for All Saints Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church in Saskatoon; assuming 
the Presidency of Saskatoon TYC; having 
served as president and past president of 
the UCC - Saskatoon Branch and a past 
Chairperson of Ukrainian Day in the Park, 
which is sponsored by the Saskatoon Branch 
of the UCC. 

Slawko served as President of UCC- 
Saskatchewan Provincial Council (UCC- 
SPC) from 2011-2015, have previously 
served two terms as Vice President of UCC- 
SPC (2007-2011). He was an active member 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral 
Congregation in Saskatoon, the Ukrainian 
Museum of Canada and the Kobzar 
Fellowship of the Shevchenko Foundation. 

“Slawko was a driving force in the shaping 
and leading of the Ukrainian Canadian 
community in Saskatchewan and we thank 
him for his countless years of service and 
the tremendous impact his leadership made 
in the Ukrainian Canadian community. 
On behalf of his Excellency, the Governor 
General, the UCC proudly awarded Mr. 
Kindrachuk with the Queen Elizabeth II 


Slawko Kindrachuk. 


Diamond Jubilee Medal in 2013. 

Mr. Kindrachuk participated in many 
Ukrainian committees and executives 
throughout Saskatchewan including the 
organizing committee of the well-known 
and successful Vesna Festival as well as the 
Karpaty Pavilion at Saskatoon’s Folkfest. 

Slawko fought valiantly to beat his illness 
over the last number of years. We offer our 
heartfelt sympathies to his wife Carol and 
his entire family. 


May his Memory be Eternal. 
Vichnaya Pam’yat” 


"St. Stephen's Cemetery 


Please call for your » 
complimentary copy 
of a ‘Family Estate 
Planner’ 
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Harper condemns 
annexation on anniversary 


(UkrNews)—Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper on March 18 condemned the so- 
called Crimean “referendum” held one year 
ago and the subsequent illegal annexation of 
Crimea by Russia. 

“A year ago this week, the so-called Cri- 
mean ‘referendum’ was held under the Putin 
regime’s influence to legitimize the illegal 
annexation of Crimea by Russia two days 
later,” he stated. 

“Whether it takes five months or 50 years, 
Canada will never recognize this annexation 
as being the genuine will of the Ukrainian 
people. We have instead maintained our call 
that the Putin regime cease the destabiliza- 
tion campaign it has orchestrated and fully 
withdraw from Crimea and eastern Ukraine. 

“Toward this objective, Canada and its 
partners have imposed a broad range of 
sanctions against Russian and Ukrainian 
individuals and entities, including targeted 
sanctions on Russia’s finance, defence and 
energy sectors and key officials involved in 
the illegal annexation of Crimea. 

“Furthermore, in support of NATO meas- 
ures in response to Russian aggression, Can- 
ada has played a leading role in deploying 
air, land and maritime forces in the area to 


promote security and stability in Eastern and 
Central Europe, as part of the Alliance’s As- 
surance Measures. It is also contributing to 
the NATO Trust Funds for Ukraine, as well 
as to each of the three NATO Centres of 
Excellence in the Baltic States, which play 
a key role in enabling the Alliance to better 
address regional security challenges related 
to strategic communications, energy security 
and cyber defence. 

“In addition, our Government has taken a 
number of other steps to help the Ukrainian 
people as they work to restore political and 
economic stability, most notably through 
electoral assistance, support for economic 
and social development, and providing mil- 
itary training and non-lethal equipment to 
the Ukrainian government. 

“Canada will not forget Vladimir Putin’s 
reckless actions in Ukraine. Any solution to 
the current crisis will need to respect the ter- 
ritorial integrity, sovereignty, independence 
and Constitution of Ukraine. 

“The people of Ukraine are showing tremen- 
dous resilience and courage in the face of ag- 
gression. Canada will continue to support the 
Ukrainian people’s fight for freedom and dem- 
ocracy for as long as it takes,” added Harper. 


Police detain top official at 
televised government session 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian police on March 25 
interrupted a government session being broad- 
cast live on television and detained Emergency 
Situations Service head Serhiy Bochkovskiy 
and his deputy Vasyl Stoyetskiy, leading both 
officials away in handcuffs. 

Interior Minister Arsen Avakov said the 
two were being investigated on suspicion of 
corruption connected to offshore companies. 

Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk sug- 
gested the men had undermined Ukraine 
amid economic troubles and a conflict with 
Russian-backed separatists. 

“When the country is at war and when we 
are counting every penny, they steal from 


people and the state,” Yatsenyuk said. 

Yatsenyuk warned, “This will happen to 
everyone who breaks the law and sneers at 
the Ukrainian state.” 

He tweeted images of the detentions. 

The detentions came hours after President 
Petro Poroshenko signed a decree dismissing 
powerful tycoon Ihor Kolomoyskiy as goy- 
егпог ої Dnipropetrovsk, another signal from 
Kyiv that officials must stay in line for the 
sake of the country’s security and stability. 

Kolomoyskiy’s dismissal followed dis- 
putes about control over state oil companies 
and allegations he used private armed forces 
to promote his interests. 


Христос Воскрес! Воістину Воскрес! 
Canada’s National Ukrainian 


Festival’s 
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Хо раг 


Cont. from Р. 1 

unit; SpecOps and counter-insur- 
gency training-Satellite-based the- 
ater surveillance and intelligence 


and Military trainers,” said the 
UCC. 
Ukrainian News sent out an 


email to representatives of all three 
parties, attaching the briefing note 
and asking them to respond to the 
three specific points raised by the 
UCC. Ukrainian News added its 
own, fourth question which read as 
follows: 

“Should Canada wait to see what 
steps the United States and its 
other democratic allies take in this 
regard, or should Canada take the 
initiative and lead by example?” 

Responding on behalf of the 
Government, Johanna Quinney, 
Press Secretary to the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Rob Nicholson, 
did not address the specific points, 
but issued the following statement: 

“Russia’s aggressive militarism 
and expansionism are a threat to 
more than just Ukraine; they are 
a threat to Europe, the rule of law 
and the values that bind Western 
nations. 

“Canada will not stand idly by 
in the face of this threat. Over the 
past year, we have been a leader in 
the global response against Russian 
aggression. Since January 2014, 
Canada has announced more than 
$568 million in additional assist- 
ance to Ukraine and; 

“* Adopted robust sanctions to 
keep the pressure on the Putin Re- 
gime; 

че Provided non-lethal equip- 
ment including; donating 30,000 
coats, 30,000 pairs of pants, 70,000 
pairs of Gore-Tex boots and 4,500 
pairs of gloves and purchasing 
tactical communications systems, 
explosive ordnance disposal equip- 
ment, tactical medical kits, and 
both night and thermal goggles; 

“* Provided military contribu- 
tions to Eastern European reassur- 
ance package including, four CF-18 
fighter jets to Baltic Air Policing; 
assigned HMCS Fredericton to 
NATO Maritime Forces, deployed 
120 Canadian Armed Forces mem- 
bers to Eastern Europe to partici- 
pate in a series of training exer- 
cises alongside NATO allies and 
leading the military police training 
program at the U.S.-Ukraine Joint 
Commission on Defence Reform 
and Bilateral Cooperation and; 

" Made strategic investments to 
support democracy, human rights 
and the rule of law. 

“A year after the illegal annexa- 
tion of Crimea, our allies can rest 
assured that there will be no weak- 
ening of our resolve against the Pu- 
tin regime for threatening the peace 
and security of Central and Eastern 
Europe. 

“It is our moral duty to stand 
with Ukrainians and we will con- 
tinue to stand with our allies in the 
face of the Putin Regime’s ongoing 
aggression.” 

Responding on behalf of the Of- 
ficial Opposition, NDP Foreign Af- 
fairs Critic Paul Dewar stated: 

“The NDP is very concerned by 
the continued Russian-backed vio- 
lence and intervention in Ukraine, 
and by the widely condemned pur- 
ported elections held last year in 

Donetsk and Luhansk іп violation 
of Ukraine's constitution and the 
ceasefire agreement. We'll соп- 
tinue calling on the Canadian gov- 
егатепі to show leadership in sup- 
porting responsible and genuinely 
democratic governance throughout 
Ukraine.” 
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commits to unilateral lethal aid 


In answer to the first two ques- 
tions, he said: 

“The NDP has supported the 
provision of non-lethal military 
equipment, such as first aid kits and 
night-vision goggles, to Ukraine. 
Obviously this equipment should 
be accompanied by the informa- 
tion needed to use it effectively. In 
order for any further deployment 
of Canadian military resources to 
be considered, it would need to be 
conducted as part of a concerted 
NATO action and it would have to 
be approved by the House of Com- 
mons. The Government of Can- 
ada needs to be transparent about 
its commitments, and consult and 
coordinate with our international 
partners.” 

On the third: 

“The NDP was among the first 
to call for Canada to target tough 
individual sanctions against those 
responsible for aiding and abetting 
Russian aggression in Ukraine, in 
coordination with our allies includ- 
ing the US and the EU. Canada has 
sanctioned many individuals and 
entities already, but quality matters 
more than quantity. That means tar- 
geting the personal friends and pol- 
itical allies of President Putin that 
are on the American list, such as 
Igor Sechin of Rosneft and Vladi- 
mir Yakunin of Russian Railways. 
These men have financial interests 
in Canada, but that should be all 
the more reason for Canada to take 
a firm stand. Even President Pu- 
tin has admitted that international 
pressure is having an impact. This 
pressure is strongest when it is co- 
ordinated and targeted against Pu- 
tin’s closest friends and business 
partners. Strong sanctions should 
be coupled with strong financial 
support for Ukraine. It’s good to 
hear that the financial aid pack- 
age that Canada promised many 
months ago is finally moving, as 
the NDP called for.” 

And on the fourth: 

“The international response to 
Russian aggression in Ukraine 
will be stronger and more success- 
ful the more united it is. When the 
international community speaks 
with one voice, and backs up its 
words with coordinated actions, 
we can have a greater impact than 
any one country acting alone. For 
that reason, the Canadian response 
should be coordinated with our al- 
lies. Canada can play an important 
role in coordinating this collective 
response. There are several clear 
and specific steps that the NDP be- 
lieves Canada should take immedi- 
ately to support peace and prosper- 
ity in Ukraine. 

“First, Canada can play a leading 
role to support the development 
of a more sustainable and self- 
sufficient energy sector in Ukraine. 
In particular, Canada should help 
Ukraine in its efforts for improved 
energy efficiency, an area in which 
we have special expertise. Last 
year’s multibillion dollar loan 
from the International Monetary 
Fund loan requires increases in 
heating and gas prices. Energy ef- 


ficiency will “reduce the burden of 


these measures on Ukrainians, and 
reduce the petro-power of Putin’s 
Russia. Expert witnesses at the 
House of Commons Committees 
on Foreign Affairs and Natural 
Resources have specifically recom- 
mended that we do more to help on 
this issue. 

“Canada can also show leader- 
ship on the diplomatic front. Ul- 
timately, the crisis in Ukraine will 
require a diplomatic solution, and 


the NDP supports efforts to achieve 
a lasting ceasefire. The current 
agreement represents an import- 
ant opportunity to de-escalate, save 
lives and protect Ukraine’s ter- 
ritorial integrity. Canada can help 
bring a broader range of countries 
into the diplomatic process by en- 
couraging engagement from the 
entire international community. We 
should work on this bilaterally and 
in multilateral forums such as the 
United Nations, the G7, and the 
OSCE. 

Speaking on behalf of the Lib- 
erals, Foreign Affairs Critic Mare 
Garneau answered the first ques- 
tion with the following: 

“The Liberal Party has al- 
ways reiterated our strong sup- 
port for Ukrainian democracy 
and Ukraine’s territorial integrity. 
Together with our allies, Canada 
should be part of a comprehen- 
sive multilateral effort against Pu- 
tin’s aggression and in support of 
Ukraine’s sovereignty. 

On the second, he stated: 

“Canadian RADARSAT 2 remote 
sensing satellite data is already being 
provided by Canada. Radar systems 
and communications equipment 
should be included. 

On the third: 

“Canada should advocate a 
phased approach, beginning with 
sectorial sanctions and then, if ne- 
cessary, advocating for the SWIFT 
banking system measures. 

“Prime Minister Harper’s ‘se- 
lective’ approach to sanctions is 
leaving serious holes which should 
be filled. For example two key 
members of Putin’s inner circle 


and prominent businessmen, Igor 
Sechin and Vladmir Yakunin, are 
not on Canada’s sanctions list even 
though they have both been sanc- 
tioned by the US. It’s not simply 
the quantity of sanctions, but also 
the quality of them that matters.” 

And on the fourth: 

“Tt must also be noted that Can- 
ada can only be an effective voice 
and advocate among our allies 
when our own position is strong 
and consistent. The hypocrisy of 
the Harper government’s current 
stance with regard to Sechin and 
Yakunin undermines Canada’s 
credibility with our allies. 

“Turning to sanctions, initiatives 
such as SWIFT banking sanctions 
require a collective decision but 
Canada should make its views 
known. Yes, cutting off certain 
Russian banks from SWIFT carries 


consequences but should now be 
on the table as a possible follow-up 
to sectorial sanctions. 

“But beyond this, the Canadian 
government also needs to adopt 
a ‘Marshall Plan’ approach to 
Ukraine. The strategy should in- 
clude building stronger bilateral 
ties through a free trade agreement. 
This should also include removing 
tariff’ immediately as the EU has 
done, in order to encourage trade 
and decrease the country’s current 
economic dependence on Russia. 
Canadian expertise should be de- 
ployed to ensure massive reforms 
are made to the country’s current 
institutional structures to ensure 
the long term success and econom- 
ic growth of Ukraine Tackling the 
issue of corruption head on, while 
strengthening the overall public 
sector, is key to stability.” 


Христос Воскрес! 
Christ Has Risen! 


QGou Eest. Wels te 


УР My емоцій 


DAVID С. DORWARD, CMA FCA 

MLA, EDMONTON - GOLD BAR і 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER OF ABORIGINAL RELATIONS 
7510- 82 AVENUE NW 

PHONE: 780-4214-1015 

E:MAIL: EDMONTON.GOLDBAR@ASSEMBLY.AB.CA 
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Energy Solutions 


from Paul Grod & Boryy Chartchenko- 
www.rodanenergy.com 
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‘pucroc Воскрес! 
за Christ is Risen!" 


G6 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, 

and let the whole world, both visible and invisible, keep 

festival: For Christ is risen, our eternal joy. 77 ¥ 
-- from the CANON OF РАЗСНА 


The Ukrainian Catholic University and the an 

Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation wish - 
you much happiness during this joyous time. 

May the miracle of this Easter season bless 


your heart, your home and those you love! 


Visit us on the web at www.ucef.org т фе 
ог call us at 1-866-871-8007 і 
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Join us 3 for Vegreville’ 5 42nd оно 
Ukrainian Cultural Showcase 


Free gate admission 
+ 3 Days of Music, Song, Dance, Folk Arts & Food 
« Grandstand Shows, Pioneer Demos, and Folk Art Exhibit. 
* On Site RV Camping & Tenting 


Vegreville Cultural Association i 
Box 908, Vegreville, Alberta T9C 151; Ph: 780-632-2777, Fax: ceeosaa7a 


Website: www.PysankaFestival.com 
Email; info@PysankaFestival.com 


чату 
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ВСІ ФОТО — МАРКА ЛЕВИЦЬКОГО 


Учасники вистави «Ніч перед Різдвом» 


«Ніч перед Різдвом» 


Традиційна Колоритна Маланка-Забавлянка УНО 


Христина Бобиляк, 
УНО Едмонтон 

Вже трохи часу минуло після 
зимових свят, в повітрі вже 
навіть відчувається запах вес- 
ни, але всі ще досі як зі вчора 
пам'ятають Маланку, яка і цьо- 
го року завітала до приміщення 
Українського Національного 
Об'єднання (УНО) в місті Ед- 
MOHTOH. Запальна, весела та 
феєрична атмосфера панувала 
в залі УНО 24 січня- 2015 року, 
адже тут зібралося близько двох- 
сот глядачів, які з нетерпінням 


Українське Національне Об'єднання, 4 
Організація Українок Канади, 
Молодь Українського Національного Об'єднання, : 
- Український драматичний ансамбль Сузір'я", 
Український музичний ансамбль “Pyta”, | 
Український Театр-студія "Джерело" 


Крайові Управи, членів УНО, ОУК, УСГ, MYHO. | 


та весь український народ 
зі Святом Воскресіння Христового. 


ХРИСТОС BOCRPEC! BOICMUHY BOCRPEC! 


ce Tafa ree at 
gL aan Б isan eh tl щ 


чекали жартів, співів і танців 
від українського  драматично- 
го ансамблю "Сузір'я", що при 
УНО, та українського музичного 
ансамблю "Рута". I не дивно, що 
квитки на цю забаву розійшлися 
в одну мить! 

Всі чудово знають, що велика 
українська громада Едмонто- 
ну дуже гарно плекає народні 
традици, плідно працює над 
тим, щоб наші українські звичаї 
зберігали свою автентичність 
та актуальність. Одним з та- 
ких найулюбленіших звичаїв 
є свято Маланки, яке щорічно 
відзначається з серед багатьох 
українських громад по всій 
Канаді. 

За даними Вікіпедії "Маланка 
або Меланка -- українське на- 
родне свято напередодні "старо- 
го? Нового року або святого 
Василія Великого (14 січня). 
В народі це свято також нази- 
вають "Старий Новий Рік" або 
"Перибранці". Маланка - це 
традиційний обряд із викори- 
станням масок та костюмів, які 
більшість  ряджених роблять 
власноруч. На свято Маланки 
молодь (у масках або без них) 
усю ніч щедрує, ходить із «ко- 
зою», водить переодягненого на 
Маланку парубка. Традиційні 
персонажі -- Маланка та Ва- 
силь. У давнину святкове пере- 
одягання виконувало важливі 
релігійно-магічні функції, але з 


часом цей звичай перетворився 
на веселу розвагу, маскарад. В 
Маланці нерідко використову- 
ють сучасні мотиви й персонажі 
(вояки, лікарі, цигани та ін.)". 
Кожного року на сцені УНО 
Маланка  інакша. Цьогорічна 
Маланка була поставлена за мо- 
тивами відомої повісті Мико- 
ли Гоголя «Ніч перед Різдвом» 
1 ця тема надавала їй навіть 
ще більшої різдвяності. Події 
відбуваються в ту саму ніч, коли 
всі готуються до цього чарівного 
свята в році, дівчата ворожать, 
всі чепурять свої хатки, простий 
коваль Вакула (Олег Зацний) 
настільки закоханий у Меласю 
(роль Меласі виконував Орест - 
Мартинець), що готовий Місяць 
для неї дістати. Все відбувається 
дуже гармонійно, але й із вкра- 
пленням таких сценок, що за- 
ставляють глядачів плакати від 
сміху, як ось наприклад, коли 
до незрівнянної Солохи (Олена 
Сіваченко) по черзі навідуються 
Чуб (Анатолій Балучинський), 
кум Свербигуз (Тарас Кічма), 
Чорт (Іван Гринчишин), а вона їх 
усіх в мішки ховає, аби вони не 
здогадалися що не тільки комусь 
одному з них чарівна Солоха 
припала до душі! Словом, було 
насичено i колоритно. Звісно, 
що Вакула здобув Місяць для 
Меласі, а його йому дала сама 
Місячна Царівна (Інна Лузанак), 
Прод. на ст. 18 


Тарас Кічма (зліва) та Валерій Семенко 
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By Marco Levytsky 

A cross-section of the Shumka 
family bedazzled the audience with 
their finesse and acrobatic displays 
at the “Shumka: Celebrating Clas- 
sics” production at the Northern 
Alberta Jubilee Auditorium in Ed- 
monton, March 13. 

Not only did the current en- 
semble perform a thrilling Hopak 
finale, they were joined by former 
members from the alumni as well 
as future ones — senior members 
of the Shumka School of Dance. 

All this was in celebration of 
three decades of Shumka’s Clas- 
sic Hopak, first choreographed by 
John Pichlyk in 1985. 

The whirlwind motion, expert 
symmetry and breathtaking leaps 
had the audience on its feet roaring 
with approval. 

The one hour-20 minute per- 
formance began with the restaging 
of the much-beloved traditional 
dance-theatre tale, Katrusia. 

The story of Katrusia revolves 
around the character of the young 
daughter of a Ukrainian village 
blacksmith, a girl who too often ex- 
asperates her doting father with her 
stubborn unwillingness to conform 
to 17th century societal expecta- 
tions of the role of women. 

She ends up being kidnapped by 
Tatars and sold to the Turkish sul- 
tan for his harem, but is rescued by 
her lover and his Kozak friends. 

However, she teaches reconcilia- 


Shumka cross-section bedazzles 
at Celebrating Classics 


tion to all the participants in the 
adventure, and the celebration that 
ensues culminates in the Hopak. 

At that point the theatrical seg- 
ment of the production came to a 
recess as a video explained the 
evolution of Shumka’s classic 
Hopak with vignettes of their past 
performance over the past 30 years 
before the dancers returned to the 
stage for the rousing finale. 

The show itself was preceded by 
an informative talk presented by 
Dr. Andriy Nahachewsky, Direc- 
tor of the Kule Folklore Centre and 
Huculak Chair of Ukrainian Cul- 
ture and Ethnography at the Uni- 
versity of Alberta, who outlined 
evolution of Hopak as a dance form 
and how Shumka’s Hopak relates 
to that evolution. 

Hopak began in the 16" century 
as a dance performed by kozak 
warriors in their camps in celebra- 
tion of their military exploits. 

From there, it spread to the vil- 
lages of central Ukraine, where, in 
the 18" century, women began to 
participate as well. 

And it remained a participatory 
dance only for another century. The 
first known public performance of 
Hopak is believed to have occurred 
in 1821 with the staging in Kharkiv 
of the play Natalka Poltavka, writ- 
ten by Ivan Kotliareysky two years 
earlier. 

Ukrainian dance was brought 
to Canada by Vasyl Avramenko, a 


PHOTOS — MARCO LEVYTSKY 


Top to Bottom: Kozaks and Tatars do battle; Shumka alumni hurl 
63-year-old Bill Baziuk through the air; Village girls from Katrusia. 


Christ Is Risen! Truly He Is Risen! 


Alann J. Nazarevich 
Barrister & Solicitor 


Tax, Corporate & Estate Planning 


#203, 2951 Ellwood Drive SW 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6X OBI 


Tel: 780-430-0363 
Fax: 780-435-9279 
alann@edmtaxlaw.ca 


Христос Воскрес! 
LIQUOR EXPRESS 
spirits * wine " beer 
James Boyko 


12727 - 50th Street 
Edmonton, AB T5A 4L8 
Tel/Fax: 780-473-0957 


12625 - 153 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5X 5X8 
Tel/Fax: 780-473-2155 


email: liquor-express@hotmail.com 


м Easter Sunday 
refugee and supporter of the short- з 
lived Ukrainian People’s Republic 5 ru п С h 


which was destroyed by Russian 


Communists, in the 1920s. 

Hopak’s evolution in the Soviet a Sunday, Ap ril 5, 2015 
Union was given а shot in the Grand Ballroom, Conference Centre 
arm when a production staged by i ; 
Ayramenko’s mentor Vasyl Verk- 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
позупернацо eons «Ящком OF Reservations: 780.453.6504 


the Taras Shevchenko Kyiv Opera 
and Ballet, incorporating both trad- 


itional Ukrainian dance and bal- Royal Coach Dining Room 
let moves, won first prize at the 10:00 am ~ 2:00 pm 
First International Festival of Folk б 
Dance in London, England іп 1935. Easter Dinner Buffet 
Two years later Pavlo Virsky 5:00 - 8:30 pm 
formed his Ukrainian National ikea kl і 
Folk Ensemble which perfected the Reservations: 780.453 З 6508 
modem day classic Hopak. і 
Virsky’s Hopak was introduced Adults $29.95 
to North American audiences dur- Seniors $27.95 


ing the company’s tours in 1962 
and 1966. Shumka itself was 
formed in 1959 by Chester Kuc, a 
disciple of Avramenko. 

Pichlyk lived in Ukraine from 
1980 to 1981 and, upon his return 
to Canada, assumed the mantle 
of Shumka’s artistic director and 
choreographed the classic Hopak. 
See also page 15 


Children (10-12) $17.95 
Children (2-9) 5 1.75/уваг 


16% gratuity will be added to all groups in the Conference Centre 
and to groups of 8 or more in the Hotel 


CHATEAU LOUIS HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTRE 
11727 King y NW Edmonton AB TSG ЗЛІ 
780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com 1,800.661.9843 


Peter & Doris Kule Centre for 
Ukrainian & Canadian Folklore 


Щентр українського та канадського фольклору ім. Петра i Дорис Kynits 


MLCS 200, Arts Burding University of Afberta 
Edmonton, AB Ganada Т6О 2E6 


Христос Воскрес! 


The staff of the Київ Folklore Centre wish you 
and yours a Happy Easter! 


ax: (700) 192-2051 
м думу СТО OF 


Reconnect with Ukrainian Cultural traditions апа the contemporary 
ethnic community. 


Learn about Ukrainian Calendar customs, folk songs, stories, dance, 
traditional belief, folk arts, housing, clothing, weddings and other 
rituals through our courses and degree programs. 


ea 


Soe 


ко КАБАН 


Research the Bohdan Medwidsky Ukrainian Folklore Archives for 
Ukrainian publications, photos, audio/video recordings manuscripts 
and artifacts. 


Embrace the folklore of Ukrainian ancestors. Contact us at 
780-492-6906 to discover more! 


Радісних Великодних Свят! 


Христос Воскрес! 


; 
Jan Pawilan 
DESIGN & MANUFACTURING OF 
ELECTRICAL POWER EQUIPMENT 


Ph: 780-456-9167 
Fax: 780-478-7135 
Www.jppower.ca 


14225 - 129 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5L 4N9 
jan@jppower.ca 


Радісних Великодніх свят 
бажає едмонтонська станиця Пласту 


edmonton@plast.ca www.plastedmonton.org 


D> b Shevchenko 
Lat Foundation 
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Шевченківський концерт в Кдмонтоні 


Богдана Степаненко-Липовик 

У неділю, 15 березня 2015 року, 
в Домі української молоді укра- 
їнська діаспора міста Едмонтон 
мала змогу насолодитися концер- 
том "Тарас Шевченко: Інспірація 
для світу" зорганізований Ед- 
монтонським відділом Конгресу 
Українців Канади та Українським 
Музичним Товариством Альбер- 
ти. Шевченківський концерт, який 
щорічно проводиться на початку 


березня, вже став традиційною 


подією для української громади 
Альберти. 

Концерт було відкрито виконан- 
ням одного з найбільш відомих 
та ідейно сильних творів Тараса 
Шевченка - "Заповіт" (музика 
Г. Гладкого; обробка Л. Ревуць- 
кого). Саме цей ліричний вірш, 
який після смерті славнозвісного 
кобзаря було покладено на музи- 
ку, 1 до нині є славнем визвольної 
боротьби українського народу. 
Також, певно це єдиний вірш Та- 
раса в якому він має особисте й 
дуже скромне прохання до Укра- 
їни: згадувати свого вірного сина 
«незлим тихим словом». 

З вступною промовою висту- 
пив голова Конгресу Українців 
Канади Едмонтонського відді- 
лу - Сергій Костюк. Він наголо- 
сив на тому, що творчість Тараса 
Шевченка надихає українців з 
усіх куточків світу до роздумів 
про основні цінності людського 
життя: любов до Батьківщини, 
родинний дух, народні традиції, 
віру. В його поезії прослідкову- 
ється заклик до визвольної бо- 
ротьби за свої законні права та 
переконання, що завжди було 1 є 
актуальним питанням для укра- 
їнського народу. 

Ведуча, Ксеня Мариняк, під- 
твердила слова промовця зачи- 
тавши уривок з "Автобіографії" 


Українська Канадська Фундація im. Тараса Шевченка 
щиро вітає усіх жертводавців і прихильників 
з Великодними Святами 


Фистос Воскрес Воістину Воскрес 


Бажають Рада Директорів: 
Андрій Гладишевський, О.С., Борис Балан, 
Богдан Галькевич, Софія Качор, Ернест Палюк, 
Ірка Мицак, Гордон Гордей, Адріян Бойко 


202 - 952 Main St., Winnipeg, МВ R2W 3P4 
T (204) 944-9128 TF 1-866-524-5314 
www.shevchenkofoundation.ca 


ей 


Зліба на право: Оля Колєснікова, Оля Гриців, Наталя Гриців, Наталя 
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Білавич, Сергій Костюк виконують «I на оновленій землі врага не 
буде!», відеопоезія за уривками з творів Тараса Шевченка. 


написаної Тарасом Шевченком 
після викупу із кріпацтва: "7. 
подих свободи повернув моїм 
почуттям чистоту перших літ 
дитинства... Пані Ксеня на- 
гадала присутнім, що чарівне 
Шевченківське слово присутнє в 
душі кожного українця. Особли- 
во важливою та пам'ятною для 
української діаспори є славноз- 
вісна теза: “I чужого научайтесь, 
свого не цурайтесь". 

Після таких промовистих слів 
виступ хору Дніпро з солісткою 
Іриною Федеркевич (диригент 
Трина Шмігельська, при форте- 
піано Грина Тарнавська) ще біль- 
ше занурив присутніх у роздуми 
над творчістю Тараса Шевченка. 
Виконавши такі твори великого 
кобзаря як "Реве та стогне Дніпр 
широкий" (музика Д. Крижа- 
нівського; обробка К. Котенка), 
"Думи мої? (музика Є. Козака) та 
“Mos Україно? (слова В.Сосюри, 
музика А. Кушніренка). Кожна з 
виконаних мелодій має своє зна- 
чення в історії українського на- 
роду. Так, "Реве та стогне Дніпр 
широкий? була музичним позив- 
ним икраїнське радіо "Дніпро? в 
Другу світову війну. Текст поеми 
"Думи мої" сповнений сумом за 


Батьківщиною, однак ідейно він 
всиляє надію в щасливе життя. 
І останній твір "Моя Україно" 
ще раз наголошує на тому, що не 
варто покладати рук, адже пере- 
мога буде за тим хто бореться. 

В подальшому, ведуча наго- 
лосила, що слова великого коб- 
заря допомагали українському 
народові вижити за найважчих 
часів. Пройшовши чимало ви- 
пробувань Тарас жодного разу 
не змінив своїх поглядів, не від- 
мовився від ідей, чим і заслужив 
вікову славу та став наглядним 
прикладом для всіх українців. 
Його творчість дає натхнення 
всім хто несе в собі українську 
національну свідомість. Тому 
сьогодні можемо бачити що тво- 
ри Шевченка вийшли за межі 
словесної творчості і досягли ін- 
ших вищих віх, Відтак, присутні 
на концерті могли насолодитися 
танком Мари Палагнюк та Тай- 
лера Хміляра до мелодії "Думи 

ої" (хореограф Вінцент Ріс). 

Слід відзначити, що слова по- 
ета надихали інших творчих осіб 
до написання власних творів. 
Леонід Коровник, автор двох по- 
етичних збірок та відомий пере- 
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Виступ ансамблю Рута 
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Sultan with harem 


PHOTO-MARCO LEVYTSKY | Mu щиро дякуємо всім 
жертводавцям 


Turkish sultan with his harem from 5йитка 5 March 13 production of Katrusia. 


Yanukovych’s son reportedly 
buried in Crimea 


(RFE/RL)—The youngest son of 
ousted former Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yanukovych was reportedly 
buried in the Russian-annexed Cri- 
mea region on March 23, the same 
day the party Yanukovych once led 
confirmed his son’s death. 

The funeral for Yanukovych’s 
son, also named Viktor, was report- 
edly held at a military cemetery in 
the Crimean port city of Sevasto- 
pol, the site of a Russian naval 
base. 

The news agency Kryminform 
reports that Yanukovych’s father 
and other relatives attended the fu- 
neral in a chapel at the cemetery. 

The cemetery was reportedly en- 
circled by security guards. 

Reports of the death of Yanuko- 
vych, 33, appeared in Russian and 


The Ukrainian Foreign Min- 
istry said it has still not received a 
reply from Russian officials about 
Yanukovych’s death. 

President Yanukovych fled 
Ukraine in February 2014 after 
months of mass protests over his 
decision to reject a deal for closer 
ties with the EU and instead move 
Kyiv closer to Moscow. 

The ex-president and many 
family members are believed to 
be living in Russia in self-imposed 
exile. 

The younger Viktor Yanukovych 
was married and had a young son. 

He was reportedly an expert 
competitive driver. 

His older brother, Oleksandr 
Yanukovych, is facing criminal 
charges in Ukraine for alleged cor- 
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Ukrainian media on March 22. ruption under his father’s rule as 

Anton Herashchenko, a law- president from 2010 to 2014. 
maker and aide to Ukraine’s inter- 
ior minister, said on Facebook that 
a minivan Yanukovych was driving 
sank in Russia’s Lake Baikal after 
falling through thin ice. 

Herashchenko said all five pas- 
sengers survived and “four of them 
didn’t even get their feet wet.” 

Other officials and media reports 
gave similar accounts, but there has 
been no confirmation from Russian 
authorities. 

In Ukraine, the Party of Regions 
confirmed the younger Yanuko- 
vych’s death in a statement on 
March 23, saying his life was "Чга- 
gically cut short on March 20.” 

“Death obliges us to forget about 
politics,” the statement said. 

It did not say how he died. 

A former Party of Regions law- 
maker in Ukraine’s Verkhovna 
Rada, the national parliament, 
Yanukovych was reportedly going 
by the name of Viktor Дауудоу in 
Russia. 

Russian President Vladimir Pu- 
tin’s spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, 
and Interior Minister Vladimir 
Kolokoltsey refused on March 23 
to comment on reports of his death. 

A report about the accident in 
which Yanukovych is said to have 
perished was removed from the 
Russian Emergencies Ministry 
website shortly after it was posted. 


Potato, Bacon & Romano 


Quick, Convenient 
Meal Solutions 


Whole Wheat Perogy Reuben 


5 CHEEMO Whole Wheat Perogies 
1%0z. Sauerkraut 
3 02. Corned Beef (shaved or thin sliced) 


2slices Swiss Cheese 


Pan fry frozen CHEEMO Whole Wheat Perogies for 4 
- 5 minutes per side, and arrange on plate. Distribute 
sauerkraut evenly over perogies. Arrange corned beef 
evenly over the perogies and sauerkraut. Place cheese 
slices on the corned beef. Cooking options: Place in 
microwave for 40 seconds to melt the cheese or bake 
in oven at 175°C (350°F) for 10 minutes. Serve with 
Dijon mustard and pickles. 


For more recipes visit www.cheemo.com 


Potato & Three Potato, Spinach & Feta Potato, Sour Cream & 
Cheese Cheese Chives 


1 


Military helicopter 
crashes near Kyiv 


(RFE/RL)—One person was reported killed and two others injured 
when a Ukrainian military helicopter crashed in the Kyiv region on 
March 24. 

The Kyiv regional prosecutor’s office said a lieutenant was killed and two 
other officers, a major and a captain, were injured when the MI-24 helicop- 
ter crashed near the village of Vinnytski Stavy in the Vasylkiv district. 

The helicopter belonged to a military unit in Ukraine’s western Lviv 
region. 

It is unclear what the crew’s mission was in Kyiv. 

The military helicopter’s crash occurred amid a standoff between 
President Petro Poroshenko and the governor of the eastern Dnipro- 
petrovsk region, Ihor Kolomoyskiy, over a leadership change at the 
Ukrnafta oil company. 

Poroshenko said on March 23 that Ukrainian governors will not be al- 
lowed to have their own private armies after media reports said armed men 
who occupied the Ukrnafta building in Kyiv were linked to Kolomoyskiy. 


Bomb hits Odesa office of group that aids wounded 


(RFE/RL)— Police in Odesa say a homemade bomb exploded near an 
apartment block in the Ukrainian Black Sea port city late on March 22. 

Authorities were treating the explosion, the latest in a series of bomb 
blasts in Odesa and the eastern city of Kharkiv in recent months, as a 
terrorist act. 

Nobody was hurt. 

Police said the blast damaged the office of Padaigma 12, an 
organization that aids handicapped people and in recent months has been 
helping soldiers wounded in the conflict with Russian-backed separatists 
in eastern Ukraine. 

Other offices on the building’s ground floor were also damaged. 

Ukrainian authorities blame the blasts in Odesa and Kharkiv, many of 
which have apparently targeted organizations that have ties to soldiers 
fighting in the east, on Russia and the rebels who hold parts of the eastern 
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Pysanky on display 


A display of Ukrainian pysanky (Easter eggs) designed by Eva Tomiuk of Edmonton 


Rights abuses abound in 
Crimea, Amnesty says 


(UkrNews)—The de facto au- 
thorities in Crimea have failed to 
investigate a series of abductions 
and torture of their critics, and re- 
sorted to an unrelenting campaign 
of intimidation to silence dissent, 
said Amnesty International in a 
briefing published by the human 
rights organization on March 18 — 
the first anniversary of annexation. 

Violations of the rights to free- 
dom of expression, assembly and 
association in Crimea highlights 
how the de facto authorities in Cri- 
mea are carrying out a catalogue 
of human rights abuses against 
pro-Ukrainian media, campaigning 
organizations, Crimean Tatars and 
individuals critical of the regime. 

“Since Russia annexed Crimea, 
the de facto authorities are using 
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a vast array of bully boy tactics 
to crack down on dissent; a spate 
of abductions between March and 
September have prompted many 
vocal critics to leave the region. 
Those remaining face a range of 
harassment from authorities deter- 
mined to silence their opponents,” 
said John Dalhuisen, Amnesty 
International’s Director for Europe 
and Central Asia, in a media re- 
lease sent to Ukrainian News. 

Since annexation, at least seven 
people have been abducted, whose 
fate remains unknown. At least one 
other abducted person has been 
found dead, with signs of torture. 

Amnesty International has docu- 
mented the disappearances of three 
Crimean Tatars. Islyam Dzheppa- 
rov, 19, and Dzhevdet Islyamov, 
23, were pushed into a van by four 
men in black uniform on Septem- 
ber 29, 2014 and have not been 
seen since. Reshat Атеїоу, 39, was 
abducted while attending a dem- 
onstration in March last year. His 
body was found later with signs of 
torture. To date, no-one has been 
held accountable. 

Andriy Schekun, the leader of 
Ukrainian House, an organization 
promoting Ukrainian language and 
culture, was abducted by pro-Rus- 
sian paramilitaries and held for 11 
days in a secret location where he 
was electrocuted in March 2014. 
Following this ordeal, he was 
handed over to the Ukrainian mil- 
itary. Again, no-one has been held 
accountable for his torture. Three 
other members of the organization 
went missing in May last year and 
have not been seen since. 

“The de facto: Crimean author- 
ities tell us that they are investi- 
gating all cases of abduction and 
torture, but we have yet to see any 
concrete evidence of this,” said 
John Dalhuisen. 

The de facto authorities are also 
creating a climate of fear in Cri- 
mea, using intimidation and re- 
strictive laws to silence the media 
and NGOs. 

On January 26, 2015, some 30 
armed, masked men from a special 
police unit, accompanied by 10 se- 
curity officials, raided the offices 
of the Crimean Tatar TV Channel, 


ATR, disrupted broadcasting and 
took away documents dating back 
to February last year. 

Even before the raid, the chan- 
nel was exercising self-censorship, 
dropping the use of the words “an- 
nexation” and “occupation” after 
several editorial staff received 
warnings from the authorities 
branding their broadcasts “extrem- 
ist’ and threatening them with 
criminal prosecution. 

Several journalists and bloggers 
have fled Crimea, fearing perse- 
cution. This includes the vocally 
pro-Ukrainian blogger, Elizaveta 
Bogutskaya, who was summoned 
for questioning after officials from 
the “Center for Combating Extrem- 
ism” searched her house and took 
away data for inspection. 

Following annexation, the de 
facto authorities required all media 
outlets to re-register. QHA, a well- 
known Crimean Tatar news agency, 
has been unable to register with no 
specific explanation as to why its 
application was unacceptable. 

Public protests have effectively 
been banned in Crimea. Permis- 
sion for cultural gatherings and 
demonstrations by Crimean Tatars 
is more often than not denied and 
those that are allowed, haye to take 
place in remote locations. This is 
particularly the case for traditional 
commemorative events. 

A number of prominent in- 
dependent organizations, particu- 
larly thosé working on human 
rights issues, have ceased to exist. 
The Mejlis, which represents the 
Crimean Tatar community, has 
been denied recognition and its 
prominent members subjected to a 
campaign of harassment and perse- 
cution. 

“One year on from Crimea’s 
annexation, the attitude of its de 
facto authorities and their Russian 
masters can be summed up simply 
— like it or leave or shut up,” said 
Dalhuisen. 

“There is little appetite in the 
international community to push 
Russia on restoring Ukraine’s terri- 
torial integrity, but it should, at the 
very least, be putting much more 
pressure on Russia to respect the 
rights of all of Crimea’s residents.” 
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“Third Maidan” may destroy 
independent Ukraine, author says 


(UkrNews)—lf Ukrainian 
doesn’t manage to reform the 
country, then there may be a “third 
Maidan”, which “will be the end 
of independent Ukraine because it 
will destroy the state system,” said 
the keynote speaker at the 49" an- 
nual Shevchenko lecture held at the 
University of Alberta March 9. 

And that’s exactly what Russian 
President Vladimir Putin is hoping 
for added Andriy Krukov at the 
event sponsored by the Ukrainian 
Professional and Business Club of 
Edmonton and the Canadian Insti- 
tute of Ukrainian Studies. 

This may come about as a result 
of social created by economic col- 
lapse and the financial problems 
people find themselves in, he said. 

Russia’s goal is to organize such 
a Maidan because the struggle now 
is one of attrition and exhaustion 
— Russia is losing money, Ukraine 
is losing money, and the West is 
losing money — “who will drop 
out first”. 

“J don’t think Putin will stop 
suddenly and become peaceful be- 
cause he understands he will never 
have the same relationship with the 
west as he had before Maidan and 
the invasion of Crimea,” said Kr- 
ukoy. “The only thing he still has 
is the support of his voters and they 
will only continue supporting him 
of he shows himself as an aggres- 
sive macho” 

“We are in some kind of a vague 

zone now — not knowing what 
else can the West do to prevent a 
bigger war, to prevent the expan- 
sion of Russian forces,” he added. 
' Another possibility is a series 
of mini-Maidans which will take 
place locally as armed soldiers 
come back from the war zone only 
to find corrupt officials from the 
Yanukovych era still in power and 
unpunished. 

Nevertheless, he 
optimist. 

“T believe that Ukraine will sur- 
vive and will change and there 
will be no third Maidan that is so 
expected by Putin,” he said while 
qualifying he does not know how 
long this will take. 

Krukov also noted the different 
political mentality of Russians and 
Ukrainians. 

Russians maintain a “collective” 
mentality where individuality is 
discouraged and everyone wants to 
be the same under one strong ruler. 
In difficult times every country 
comes back to its historic matrix 
and Russia’s historic matrix is em- 
pire. 

Ukrainian mentality, on the other 
hand, is a combination of anarchy 
and masochism, the first derived 
from the legacy of Nestor Makhno 
who organized an anarchist army 
of up to 150,000 people during the 
1919-1921 war of independence 
and the second to Leopold Von 
Sacher-Masoch, a Galician writer, 
from whose name the term maso- 
chism is derived. Masoch was born 
in Lviv (known as Lemberg under 
Austnan rule) to an ethnic German 
father and ethnic Ukrainian moth- 
er, 

“Ukraine is different, but if 
you combine in imagina- 
tion anarchy and masochism you 
will see a lot of events in Ukraine 
much clearer. Maybe I'm wrong 
Maybe I’m wrong. But we are used 
to complaining about our life,” 
said Krukov, somewhat tongue in 
cheek. 
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Andriy Krukov 


In its historical matrix Kozak 
Ukraine, did not have fixed bor- 
ders, nor did it have established 
state institutions. 

Once you have fixed borders 
then you have a political space, a 
legal space and a financial space. 

But, after establishing those in 
1991, Ukraine neglected to de- 
velop and informational space 
and a cultural space, particularly 
in such reasons as Crimea and the 
Donbas, which remained under 
Russia’s information and cultural 
space and under the control of local 
elites who retained their collective 
Russian-Soviet mentality. 

This is evident in the large num- 
ber of independent business that 
flourish in such regions as Lviv as 
opposed to Donbas. 

With their traditional mentality, 
Russians accept whatever leader be 
it a tsar or president until he dies 
naturally or is removed by force 

In Ukraine with its anarchic trad- 
ition, people will start criticizing 
the leader almost immediately. 

КигКоу, who was introduced by 
Dr Natalia Pylypiuk, Professor of 
Ukrainian Culture, Language & 
Literature at the U of A, is a mem- 
ber of PEN International, and has 
published 18 novels, 7 books for 
children, and more than 30 film 
scripts. His works have been trans- 
lated into 36 languages, including 
English, Spanish, French, Italian, 
Dutch, German, Swedish, Turk- 
ish, Japanese, Chinese, and Heb- 
rew. Thus, among Russophone 
writers of the entire post-Soviet 
space, Kurkov commands the lar- 
gest international audience. He is 
also Ukraine’s best-selling author 
abroad. 

Kurkov’s novels satirize life in 
post-Soviet Ukraine, describing 
everyday episodes in a surrealist 
manner. His biting humour none- 
theless reveals a tender attitude 
toward the characters he creates. 
Kurkoy 
the animal fable to deal with pol- 
itical and social issues. A famous 
example of this approach is his 
novel Death of the Penguin (1996, 
English 2001). 

In 2004 Kurkov openly sup- 
ported Ukraine’s Orange Revolu- 
tion, after which presses in Russia 
refused to publish his works. An 
independent thinker and fine essay- 
ist, Kurkoy frequently participates 
in the civic life of Ukraine, using 
his excellent command of English, 
German, French, Polish, Russian 
and Ukrainian to represent the in- 
terests of Ukraine’s artists, reform- 
ers and human rights activists at 


often uses strategies of 


international fora. He has actively 
criticized the propaganda coming 
from the circles of Victor Yanuko- 
vych and Vladimir Putin, while ap- 
pealing to Europeans not to aban- 
don Ukraine. 

Kurkov’s most work, 
Ukraine Diaries: Dispatches from 
Kiev, documents the Euromaidan 
Revolution (also known as _ the 
Revolution of Dignity) since its in- 
ception in late November of 2013 
through April 2014. The diaries 
dispel many colonial myths and 
portray Ukraine as a political na- 
tion. The book has appeared in 
German, French, Italian, Eston- 
ian and English. Polish, Russian 
and Japanese editions will appear 
shortly. 
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«Ніч перед Різдвом» 


Прод. із ст. 12 

зачарувала своїм неймовірним співом.Сценарій 
цього разу підготувала наша творча та романтична 
пані Леся Петрів. Художнім оформленням займав- 
ся наш знаменитий фотограф 1 творчий натхнен- 
ник Роман Петрів, а художні керівники вистави 
талановите творче подружжя Алла та Валерій 
Семенки завше вміють додати родзинки до навіть 
найпростішого. 

Одна жінка після вистави каже: «От лю- 
блю я унівську Маланку, вона завжди така 
жива, як в справжньому українському селі, без 
перебільшувань!», що в принципі і є правда. 

Ніщо так не може згуртувати людей, земляків як 
любов до своєї рідної землі, тому це завжди велике 
свято і щастя творити щось гарне, ставити виста- 
ви, організовувати тематичні вечори і таким чином 
згуртовувати українців ще дужче у міцну велику 
родину навіть тут, в далекій Канаді! 

Щира подяка усім акторам «Сузір'я», 
молодіжному дівочому ансамблю «Рута», а також 
усім гостям, які побували на виставі, і звісно тим, 
без кого технічно, емоційно і духовно цього всього 
просто б не було! 

Особливе місце на Маланці посідає смачнюча 
вечеря з колачами та голубцями, яка вже роками 
задобрює гостей до домівки УНО. Голова УНО 


пан Микола Воротиленко щиро подякував всім 
членам УНО та ОУК за їхню жертвенну працю 
під час забави, акторам «Сузір'я» -за їхній та- 
лант, а також гостям, що прийшли разом з нами 
відсвяткувати Свято Маланки. Ще довго гості тан- 
цювали під веселу музику ансамблю «Ейфорія». 
Це не тільки забава, але й чудова нагода для 
спілкування української громади, а особливо 
молоді між собою. Це часто й нові обличчя, і ми 
їх завше з радістю і теплотою приймаємо в нашу 
велику творчу родину. Після пережитих копітких 
репетицій і успішно зіграної вистави завжди 
народжується нове натхнення працювати над на- 
ступними постановками і тішити око та вухо на- 
ших глядачів. 

Саму ж виставу Маланка «Ніч перед Різдвом» 
- 2015 можна переглянути на сайті УНО за поси- 
ланням http://www. unfedmonton.ca/ 

Хочеться закінчити цю статтю віршем Олексан- 
дра Ярмоли «Гайдамаки» 


Наша Маланка боса ходила 
Наша Маланка воду носила 
Воду носила, роси збивала 
Наша Маланка птахом літала 
ШПтахом літала, небом блукала 
Наша Маланка Бога шукала 


Шевченківський концерт в Едмонтоні 


Прод. із ст. 14 


кладач теологічної літератури, зачитав авторський 
вірш. Пан Леонід в своєму вірші коротко описав 
важке життя українського поета, влучно вказавши 
на події, якими Тараса Шевченка випробовувала 
доля. Досить важко усвідомити до кінця скільки 
потрібно мати мужності та терпіння щоб пережи- 
ти кріпатство, солдатофонство, численні заслан- 
ня і при цьому залишатися вірним Україні. Саме 
тому Тарас Шевченко, як ніхто інший, заслуговує 
на прославлення свого імені та творчості. На сьо- 
годні поезію Шевченка перекладено більш ніж ста 
мовами світу й у 35ти країнах стоять пам'ятники 
великому українському митцю. 

Оригінальності події додало виконання двох 
творів Тараса Шевченка - "Заповіт" та "Садок ви- 
шневий коло хати? - на цимбалах Митчелом Па- 
лагнюком. Другий твір є перлиною ліричної твор- 
чості Тараса Шевченка, який показує красу укра- 
їнських пейзажів та тугу поета за рідними краями. 

Наступний виступ був представлений дітками 
з Спілки української молоді за координації Анни 
Крупи. Вони зобразили глядачам інсценізацію ві- 
рша "Розрита могила". Тарас Шевченко дивився 
на могили як на одиноких свідків слави козацької 
України, символи героїчного минулого країни. В 
розкопках могил, яке в Україні досить активно від- 
бувалося в 30-40-х роках ХІХ століття, поет вбачає 
наругу над національними святинями. Тому вірш 
спрямований на протест проти соціального й на- 
ціонального гноблення українського народу, що 
досить майстерно показали в інсценізації дітки. 

Мелодійність віршів Тараса Шевченка дозво- 

ляє легко їх покласти на музику. Понад 120 укра- 
їнських композиторів створили музику до поезії 
кобзаря. Наступний виступ ансамблю Рута при 
Організації Українок Канади їм. Ольги Басараб 
(музичний керівник Дмитро Руснак, художній 
керівник Алла Семенко) підтвердив, що твори 
Шевченка дуже легко надаються співу. Ансамбль 
виконав наступні твори Гараса Шевченка: «По ді- 
брові вітер віє» (музика М. Лисенка) та «Із-за гори 
кам'яної» (музика М. Леонтовича). 
Слава Тараса Шевченка дуже швидко рознеслася 
по всьому світу завдяки українським іммігрантам. 
Відтак, Український Інститут Америки до 200-літ- 
тя від дня народження поета мав конкурс англо- 
мовних нарисів про Тараса Шевченка для молоді 
на якому прийняло участь понад 200 студентів з 
усіх куточків українського світу. Слід відмітити, 
що перші три переможці були з України. Маріч- 
ка Овчаренко зачитала присутнім найбільш цікаві 
уривки з їх нарисів. Всі конкурсанти відзначили 
знаковість поета в долі українського народу, його 
мужність до випробувань долі та силу слова, яке 
спонукає до дій. Також вони вказали на актуаль- 
ність Шевченківського слова сьогодні, коли в 
Україні точиться боротьба за утримання незалеж- 
ності; нагадали, що на Майдані під час подій 2014 
року його вірші лунали з дня на день. 

У підтвердження сказаного присутнім гостям 


концерту показали уривок відео, де молодий Сер- 
гій Нігоян декламує уривок поеми "Кавказ". Сер- 
гій був етнічним вірменином та щирим патріотом 
України. За пару днів після запису даного відео 
Сергій був убитий пострілом снайпера. 


"Борітеся — поборете, 
Вам Бог помагає! 

За вас правда, за вас слава 
I воля святая! 


Наступний виступ був присвячений всім заги- 
блим героям Революції гідності, що відбулася в 
Україні у 2013-2014 роках. Танець "Незабудьмо 
Майдан" виконаний українським танцювальним 
гуртом із Ст. Альберт (хореограф Вінцент Ріс) під 
музику української народної пісні "Пливе кача по 
Тисині", що стала Реквієм-прощанням для Небес- 
ної сотні. Ця пісня належала до репертуару воїнів 
УПА під час Другої світової війни та збройної бо- 
ротьби 1950-тих років. 

Слід пам'ятати, що герої не гинуть марно. Вони 
прокладають шлях до нової України, де “...Ha онов- 
леній землі врага не буде... ". Сергій Костюк, Наталя 
Гриців, Оля Колєснікова, Наталя Білавич зачитали 
уривки творів Шевченка "Гайдамаки?, "Гамалія", 
"До Основ'яненка", "Кавказ", “I Архімед, і Галі- 
лей". Складена Наталею Гриців в'язанка показала, 
що події днів Шевченка та сучасні події мають дуже 
багато спільного. Не варто покладати рук, ми може- 
мо побороти ворога спільними зусиллями. 

Приємним сюрпризом для публіки став виступ 
співачки зі Львову Маріанни Ільків. Маріанна на- 
вчалася в музичній школі Кос-Анатольського, y - 
Львівському державному музичному училищі їм. 
С. Людкевича і в Львівській Національній музич- 
ній академії im. М. Лисенка. Вона здобула багато 
нагород на різноманітних музичних фестивалях. 
На концерті Маріанна виконала авторські пісні 
про красу України, українок та ніжність материн- 
ських рук. 

На завершення концерту виступив хор Верхо- 
вина при Спілці української молоді Едмонтону 
(диригент Орест Солтикевич). Хор виконав такі 
твори Тараса Шевченка як "Закувала зозуленька" 
(музика С. Людкевича) “Yuirecs брати мої (му- 
зика А. Кос-Анатольського). Останній твір наго- 
лошує на потребі вміти розуміти події, а не керу- 
ватися тим, що розповідає публіка. 

Із заключним словом виступила голова Україн- 
ського Музичного Товариства Альберти пані Люба 
Бойко-Белл. Вона зазначила, що творчість Тараса 
Шевченка залишається актуальним i до нині. Він 
є своєрідним пророком українського народу 1 за- 
порукою того що встане Україна і поборе ворогів. 
Також пані Люба щиросердечно подякувала всім 
виконавцям концерту та їх керівникам; висловила 
окрему вдячність пані Галині Котович, яка підго- 
тувала текст ведучої, а також Конгресу Українців 
Канади Едмонтонському відділу та Спілці Україн- 
ської Молоді за співпрацю. 
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Minsk 2 neither win, nor defeat 
for Ukraine, says professor 


(UkrNews)—The Minsk 2 
ceasefire negotiated by Ukrain- 
ian President Petro Poroshenko, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
German Chancellor Angela Mer- 
kel and French President Fran¢ois 
Hollande, was neither a win, nor a 
defeat for Ukraine, says a local pol- 
itical scientist. 

“As summed up at the time by 
Ukrainska pravda, the agreement 
was ambiguous: being at once un- 
desirable from the Russian stand- 
point, and full of serious problems 
for the Ukrainian side,” said Dr. 
Bohdan Harasymiw, a Professor 
Emeritus of Political Science at the 
University of Calgary, and Acting 
Coordinator, Centre for Political 
and Regional Studies at the Cana- 
dian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 
at the University of Alberta dur- 
ing a talk in the Speakers’ Series 
hosted by the Edmonton Ukrainian 
Men’s Self-Reliance League and 
the Ukrainian Women’s Associa- 
tion of Canada, Edmonton Branch, 
at St. John’s Institute, March 23. 

“Tn the first place, it did not alter 
the preceding agreement of 19 Sep- 
tember 2014. Which raises an ob- 
vious question: How can an agree- 
ment, built upon a broken-down one, 
be expected to work? But this was 
insisted upon by the Ukrainian side, 
while the Russians and their proxies 
demanded that the earlier document 
be changed. This was actually a win 
for Kyiv, because renunciation of 
the previous agreement would have 
automatically nullified Russia’s obli- 
gations as well as existing Western 
ones. At the same time, the Euro- 
peans in this latest version allowed 
significant losses to Ukraine—in 
territory, in giving immunity to the 
tebels, and in legitimizing the rebels’ 
control of the conflict zone. In short, 
it is not a win for Ukraine, and for 
this the Franco-German tandem is to 
blame, but neither is it a defeat for 
Ukraine. An extremely fragile peace 
deal was how the correspondent for 
the Guardian, Simon Tisdall, charac- 
terized it,” he added. 

Dr. Harasymiw summed up the 
agreement as follows: 

“1. Was this an exercise in futil- 
ity? Not entirely. While it has not 
brought either the United States or 
the European Union directly into 
the picture — which might have 
carried more weight in negotia- 
tions with Putin whom he regards 
more as the equals of Russia — it 
did involve France and Germany, 
for whom Putin has some meas- 
ure of respect greater than he has 
for Ukraine. And Putin didn’t want 
this agreement. But one can also 
question their motives — from the 
economic and business angle. 

“2. What has been achieved? A 
breathing-space for both sides. And 
a real de-escalation of the conflict, 
at least up to now. Meanwhile, re- 
ports tell us that Russia has been 
sending more tanks and military 


Dr. Bohdan Harasymiw 


hardware into the conflict zone. 
There is no requirement for this 
equipment to be removed pursuant 
to the Minsk 2 agreement. This is a 
problem for Ukraine as it ensures 
continuation of the war whenever 
the rebels so desire. 

“3. Who is obliged to take ac- 
tion? Unfortunately, the agreement 
specifically lays responsibility for 
the economic recovery in the Don- 
bas on the government of Ukraine, 
not on those who instigated and 
created the mess. The OSCE, for 
its part, is charged with monitoring 
the ceasefire, but has been regu- 
larly hampered, as Michael Восі- 
urkiw informed us two weeks ago. 
Russia, France, and Germany are 
not burdened with any responsibil- 
ities to take action on the terms of 
the agreement. 

“4, Are there any loopholes? 
These are big enough for a Russian 
‘humanitarian convoy’ to drive 
through... 

“5. Is this an improvement over 
Minsk-1? Not really. It forces the 
Uksainian government to grant 
recognition and legitimacy to the 
DNR/LNR, requiring it to change 
its own constitution so as to give 
these occupied territories greater 
autonomy. It is a surrender of 
Ukrainian sovereignty. 

“6. Did the Ukrainian govern- 
ment get what it wanted? Yes and 
no. It got a ceasefire, but then also 
an imposition of impossible and 
undesirable tasks. 

“7, Did Merkel and Hollande 
do any favours for Ukraine? This 
could not have been expected, con- 
sidering that both are interested in 
maintaining good relations with 
Russia. So they fudged it. But at 
least they got involved, so there 
was a measure of international sup- 
port for Ukraine and it did not face 
Russia alone.” 

Examining how has Minsk-2 
worked so far, Dr. Harasymiw 
noted that there was a temporary 
escalation of fighting as the dead- 
line for the ceasefire approached, 
but subsequently, however, there 
was a significant decline in the 
eruption of gunfire and number of 
casualties. 


U.S. to train Ukrainian guardsmen 


(RFE/RL)—The Pentagon has announced that some 290 U.S. Army 
paratroopers will travel to western Ukraine next month to train three bat- 
talions of Ukrainian national guard troops. 

Army Colonel Steve Warren, a Pentagon spokesman, said on March 19 
that military personnel based in Italy would carry out the training at the 
Уауогіу training center in western Ukraine, probably sometime in late April. 

An exact date has not been finalized but the training, which was an- 
nounced last August, had been due to start in mid-March and was de- 
layed after being placed under review. 

Lieutenant General Ben Hodges, the head of U.S. Army troops in Eur- 
ope, told reporters this week the training mission had been delayed in 
part to avoid giving Moscow a reason to back out of a peace deal agreed 
last month between Ukraine and Russian-backed separatists. 


Second, most of the heavy 
weapons had been pulled back on 
both sides of the ceasefire line, 
both the OSCE and US Ambassa- 
dor Geofrey Pyatt were noting that 
the rebels were not living up to the 
terms of the agreement, for which 
Pyatt blamed Russia directly. 

“Within a month of concluding 
the agreement, President Poro- 
shenko was already saying that it 
was not working. Why Ukrainian 
forces have to withdraw from the 
front lines, when they are on their 
own territory defending it, and this 
is not a civil war but an invasion 
masquerading as one, is just one of 
today’s diplomatic mysteries — for 
me, at least,” he stated. 

Several other puzzles remain un- 
resolved. 

“Why, for instance, were ex- 
president Leonid Kuchma (impli- 
cated in the Gongadze scandal) and 
Viktor Medvedchuk (Putin’s kum) 
selected to represent Ukraine in 
the Trilateral Contact Group, when 
their pro-Moscow ties and sympa- 
thies are so well-known? Wasn’t 
the Euromaidan Revolution in 
part about dismantling the system 
of oligarchic control of Ukrainian 
politics? And how could a ceasefire 
agreement negotiated by outside 
powers, who must have some ге-, 
gard for international law, for the 
conflict in Eastern Ukraine пої 
mention and condemn the illegal 
annexation of Crimea by Russia in 
March 2014? There must be a bad 
epidemic of amnesia in European 
diplomatic circles — or selective 
diplomacy or designer diplomacy, 
perhaps;” Dr. Harasymiw said. 
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"Віолончель з фортепіано - це 
така божественна гармонія...? 


Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, пре- 
совий референт НТШ. 


6 березня B Інституті 
св.Володимира в Торонто 
відбулася доповідь на тему "Шев- 
ченко і музика в його житті". 
Доповідь була  зорганізована 
Інститутом | разом 3  Науко- 
вим Товариством ім.Шевченка. 


Доповідач - мгр.Василь Сидо- 
ренко - є добре відомий в Канаді 
як музиколог, що доклав чимало 


праці до видання Encyclopedia of 


UKRAINE, написавши до неї ряд 
статтей про українську музику. 
Останніми роками він бере ак- 
тивну участь в реалізації проєкту 
Ukrainian Art Song, що має на меті 
представити світові солоспіви 
українських композиторів різних 
епох та регіонів України. Для вже 
випущених альбомів Стеценка, 
Лисенка, Степового та збірного 
альбому галицьких композиторів 
В.Сидоренко написав біографічні 
нариси про згаданих музик та 
коментарі до їхніх творів. Ще одна 
ділянка діяльності (Сидоренка- 
музиколога - це дослідження 
української танцювальної музи- 
ки 1920-1930тих років, та, як ре- 
зультат, дуже цікаві доповіді про 
українське танго, вальс та фок- 


строт. 
У доповіді 6 березня mrp. 
Сидоренко відмовився від 


традиційного погляду на Шев- 
ченка як "невідворотного творця 
від народної музики". Натомісць, 
він поставив за мету представи- 
ти Шевченка як людину високої 
музичної культури, не лише пал- 
кого шанувальника, а й глибоко- 
го знавця европейської класичної 
музики. Справді, зазначив 
доповідач, вже від 14 років жит- 
тя Шевченко покинув рідне 
село 1 Україну. Як козачок пана 
Енгельгардта, він помандрував 
з ним до Вільна та Варшави, а 
потім 1 до Петербургу, де, врешті, 
здобув волю і став студентом 
Академії Мистецтв. Очевидно, 
саме там, у Перербурзі, він за- 
хопився класичною музикою, ча- 
сто відвідував концерти, оперні 
і балетні вистави, а про його 


ФОТО — ДАРІЯ ДАРЕВИЧ 
Васил ль Сидоренко 


смаки та вподобання свідчать 
його листи, щоденники, а та- 
кож повісті, створені вже після 
заслання, наприкінці 1850тих 
років. Серед композиторів, осо- 
бливо шанованих Шевченком, 


знайдемо Гайдна, Моцарта, 
Бетговена, Паганіні, Шуберта, 
Шопена, Вебера, Мендельсо- 
на, Россіні, Верді, Доніцетті, 


Мейєрбера, Глінку, та ще з деся- 
ток інших імен. 


Мабуть, найбільш цікавими 
57 доповіді | мгр.Сидорен- 
ка були унікальні аудіо та 


відеоматеріяли, що презентува- 
ли музику, яку слухав Шевчен- 
ко, у максимально наближеному 
до його часу вигляді. Так, чу- 
довою ілюстрацією до перебу- 
вання Шевченка в 1843 році у 
маєтку Тарновських Качанівці, 
став "Ноктюрн" Михаїла Глінки 
в перекладі для арфи: Глінка 
перебував в Качанівці в 1837- 
8 роках, і власне там написав 
більшу частину опери "Руслан i 
Людмила". Музичну атмосферу 
маєтку Лизогубів у Седневі, де 
Шевченко гостював в 1846 році, 
відтворила соната для віолончелі 
і фортепіано Іллі Лизогуба, брата 
власника маєтку Андрія, частину 
з якої мали змогу прослухать 


присутні. Коли в 1957 році після 
звільнення із заслання Шевченко 
по дорозі до Петербургу перебу- 
вав у Нижньому Новгороді, йому, 
при відвідинах відомого мовоз- 
навця В.Даля, донька господаря 
заграла фортепіанну фантазію на 
тему опери Меєрбера "Гугеноти"? 
- 1 власне ця фантазія прозву- 
чала у доповіді. Присутні та- 
кож довідалися і про різке не- 
сприйняття Шевченком окремих 
музичних явищ, Одним з них 
була дуже популярна в ті часи 
механічна музична скринька - 
шарманка, як її називали в Росії, 
або катеринка, за українською 
версією. Принагідно, В  Cu- 
доренко розповів про власне 
дослідження походження цих 
назв, яке, на мою думку, йому 


варто опублікувати / окремою 
статтею. 
Однак, наймилішою серцю 


Шевченка була віолончель. Не- 
дарма героєм своєї повісті "Му- 
зикант? він обрав талановитого 
кріпака-віолончеліста, долю яко- 
го наділив автобіографічними 
рисами. "Боже мій, що це за за- 
бавка! - писав Шевченко, - Лише 
одна душа чоловіка може так 
плакати 1 радіти, як співає і пла- 
че цей дивовижний інстумент". І 
далі: "Віолончель і ф-но це така 
божественна гармонія"... ШПро- 
слухавши твори, які згадувалися 
в повісті — “Lacrimosa” з Requi- 
ет Моцарта у перекладі для 
віолончелі, та Сонату Шопена 
для віолончелі та фортепіано, - 
слухачі мали можливість вповні 
переконатися в слушності твер- 
дження поста. 

Доповідь мгр.Василя Сидо- 
ренка була сприйнята з надзви- 
чайним зацікавленням та наго- 
роджена тривалими оплесками 
численних слухачів. Українська 
громада мала змогу вже вкотре 
переконатися, що шевченківська 
тема є справді невичерпною, а 
дослідження життя і творчости 
Шевченка продовжує додавати 
нові важливі штрихи до напро- 
чуд складного і багатогранного 
образу великого поета. 


Діаспора роздала воякам аптечки НАТО 


(Голос Америки) -Світовий 
конгрес українців роздає бійцям 
в Україні індивідуальні аптечки 
зразка НАТО та навчає, як ними 
користуватися. Діаспора вже пе- 
редала українській армії 10 тисяч 
аптечок. Чергові сто аптечок от- 
римали днями офіцери та курсан- 
ти Житомирського військового 
інституту, пройшовши курс 
НАТО бійця-рятувальника. 

Якщо |  поранять y | бою, 
підполковник / Руслан  Андро- 
щук знатиме, як діяти. Він був в 
АТО, але користуватися джгутом- 
закруткою навчився щойно. Як 
накласти джгут лежачи й однією 
рукою. Як в екстремальних умо- 
вах затампонувати пошкоджену 
судину. Як під вогнем противника 
витягти побратима з поля бою. Як 
правильно евакуювати поранено- 
го з бронетранспортера. 

Прийомів тактичної медици- 
ни офіцери й курсанти Жито- 
мирського військового інституту 
імені Корольова навчилися під 
час курсу бійця-рятувальника за 
стандартами НАТО. 

Цей тренінг помітно 
відрізняється від того, що викла- 
дають в українських військових 
вишах. Жодної теоретичної меди- 
цини. Лише практичні навички, 


які - перевірено арміями світу! - 
допомагають вижити на полі бою. 

Дводенний тренінг заверше- 
но, і ось іспит - імітація бойо- 
вого зіткнення. Озброєні те- 
рористи нападають на колону 
військової техніки. Перестрілка, 
є важкопоранені, треба надати 
першу долікарську допомогу. 

Дослідження армії США 
свідчать: найкритичніші перші 
хвилини. Поранений у стегнову 
артерію спливає кров'ю за 3-5 
хвилин. Непритомний може за- 
дихнутися, якщо дихальні шляхи 
заблоковані. А поранений у груди 
- He дочекатися лікаря, померти 
від пневмотораксу. Статистика 
каже, що саме ці три причини 
- критична крововтрата, забиті 
дихальні шляхи і пневмоторакс - 
призводять до більшості смертей 
на полі бою. І що цих смертей 
можна уникнути, якщо навчити 
кожного бійця набору прийомів 
виживання. 

Тось атаку «терористів» відбито. 
Поранені отримали невідкладну 
допомогу Ta евакуйовані B 
госпіталь. / Завдання | виконано 
успішно. А отже, час усім, хто на- 
вчився користуватися джгутом та 
оклюзійною пов'язкою, отримати 
індивідуальну аптечку. Її вміст - 


усі ці герметично запаковані тру- 
бочки, голочки й пов'язки - кош- 
тують дорого, але вартують лише 
вкупі з отриманими знаннями. 

Разом із підлеглими курс 
бійця-рятувальника пройшов 
і аптечку отримав начальник 
інституту - бойовий генерал, 
учасник АТО. 

Волонтерам вдалося зрушити 
тактичну медицину в Україні 
мертвої точки, Далі справа за дер- 
жавою, каже керівник програми. 

«Коли торік у травні діаспора 
розпочала | програму «Захист 
патріотів», ми ставили собі 
за мету принести в Україну 
тактичну медицину.  Розпоча- 
ти тренінги, підняти їх на той 
же рівень стандартів, що й в 
арміях США, Канади чи Великої 
Бритавії. А кінцевою нашою ме- 
тою було передати справу під 
відповідальність | українського 
уряду. Тактична медицина повин- 
на з'явитися в навчальних про- 
грамах усіх військових структур. 
Кожен український солдат пови- 
нен мати індивідуальну аптечку 
та знати, як нею користуватися, 
щоб рятувати життя своє і по- 
братима», - каже Уляна Супрун, 
директор гуманітарної ініціативи 
Світового конгресу українців. 
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IMF loan package promises pain, questionable gain 


By Mark Baker 

(RFE/RL)—From higher home 
heating costs to lower pensions, 
Ukrainians are about to feel the 
pinch from austerity measures at- 
tached to a newly approved Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
loan package. 

The long-awaited $17.5 billion 
credit holds out hope of an eventual 
economic recovery for the country. 
But that comes down the road. 

The deal’s success is contingent 
on the government making deep 
and immediate cutbacks that could 
scuttle the program long before it 
has a chance to work. 

On March 11, the IMF an- 
nounced approval of the assist- 
ance program, which — along with 
other measures, such as restructur- 
ing the country’s debt — is hoped 
to inject around $40 billion into the 
ailing economy. 

The IMF’s mission chief for 
Ukraine, Thanos Arvanitis, praised 
the four-year bailout as both am- 
bitious and comprehensive. The 
program “tries to bring immediate 
stabilization in the economy, as 
well as lay the basis for sustainable 


growth over the medium term,” he 
said. 

Ukrainian citizens interviewed 
on the streets of the capital, Kyiv, 
however, were far gloomier about 
the accord’s chances of success. 

Among the IMF’s requirements 
for the loan package is a dramatic 
reduction in subsidies the govern- 
ment pays for natural gas to al- 
low people to afford to heat their 
homes. Gas prices for many con- 
sumers are expected to triple in the 
coming weeks. 

“I won’t pay,” said one woman, 
who declined to be identified. 
“How am I going to pay? My pen- 
sion is 1,200 [hryvnias]. Have they 
lost their minds completely?” 

Another woman was more san- 
guine but equally pessimistic. “[We 
will have to] save somehow, with 
clothes or food,” she said. “We7ll 
be surviving somehow, what else is 
there to do?” 

The IMF is demanding an end 
to the subsidies as a way of cutting 
Ukraine’s overall budget deficit, 
which last year came to whopping 
7 percent of GDP. A lower deficit 
means the country has to borrow 


less money to pay its bills and, 
hence, has lower interest payments. 

A higher heating bill is just one 
of many sacrifices average citizens 
are being asked to make, even as 
war threatens to engulf the far east- 
ern part of the country. Retirement 
and unemployment benefits are set 
to be cut substantially. 

All this comes amid a rapidly 
weakening economy. The IMF pre- 
dicts Ukrainian GDP will shrink by 
5.5 percent this year, after dropping 
nearly 7 percent last year. 

The number of unemployed work- 
ers is expected to grow rapidly. The 
unemployment rate is now predicted 
to rise to 11.5 percent this year, com- 
pared with 7.3 percent in 2013. 

Earlier this month, the Central 
Bank raised the main lending rate 
to a world-leading 30 percent. This 
virtually assures that local lending 
and investing, at least for the time 
being, will not propel any kind of 
meaningful recovery. 

Even the IMF itself has expressed 
serious doubts that the Ukrainian 
loan program can succeed. A report 
published on March 12, a day after 
the loan package was announced, 


Kyrgyz mercenary details 
Russian military role in Ukraine 


By Sabyr Abdymomunoy and 
Venera Djumataeva 

(RFE/RL)—In August 2014, 
Manas Mambetoy, a senior lieuten- 
ant in the Kyrgyz Army reserves, 
arrived in eastern Ukraine on a 
mora! quest to fight “fascists.” A 
week ago, he returned home, ac- 
companying the sealed coffins of 
two fellow Kyrgyz soldiers and 
disillusioned by his experience. 

Mambetoy, who asked that his 
real name not be used, says he 
fought with regular Russian mil- 
itary personnel around Luhansk. 

“These aren’t conscript sol- 
diers,” Mambetoy says, adding that 
they were “battle-ready units” who 
fought in the wars in Chechnya and 
in Georgia’s separatist South Osse- 
tia region. 

“Most of them are contract sol- 
diers. From time to time, they are 
sent in and then pulled out again. 
But they leave without their heavy 
equipment. While they are there, 
they train the separatists, insur- 
gents, leave them their weapons, 
and return.” 

European and U.S. leaders and 
NATO officials have said there 
are thousands of Russian military 
troops fighting in eastern Ukraine. 
Moscow denies the accusation, 
saying the fighters there are locals 
and volunteers from across the for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

Mambetoy, whose story could 
not be independently confirmed, 
says he was one such volunteer. “I 
was watching television — Chan- 
nel One, RTR, and others,” he 
tells RFE/RL’s Kyrgyz Service, 
referring to Russia’s main state- 
run channels. “It was symbglic for 
me because my grandfather was 
killed in the war in 1941. My moral 
principles were guiding me. The 
television channels were show- 
ing swastikas, fascists raising their 
heads there, Nazis.” 

But after he arrived in Ukraine’s 
Luhansk region, Mambetoy found 
a different situation. “I thought that 
there were fascists there,” he says, 
“but I didn’t see any. We fought 
against the regular Ukrainian 


Army. They had some questionable 
elements — the Right Sector bat- 
talion and the Donbas battalions, 
which are composed of volunteers, 
ultranationalists. Such types are 
everywhere. But I didn’t see any 
fascists.” 

ЗТ had one motive and it wasn’t 
supported by anything, he adds. “It 
turned out that everything was agi- 
tation, propaganda. This was really 
offensive to me.” 

Mambetovy says he made his way 
in August 2014 from the Kyrgyz 
capital, Bishkek, to the southern 
Russian city of Rostov-On-Don, 
from where he crossed into Ukraine 
at the Izvarino border checkpoint. 
After five days during which his 
military-service and other docu- 
ments were checked, he was sent to 
a reconnaissance unit commanded 
by a man from the Russian city 
of Kaliningrad using the nom de 
guerre Che Guevara. He was paid 
$1,500 a month, with bonuses for 
destroyed tanks and other heavy 
equipment. 

He says it was widely accepted 
there that the separatist forces are 
completely controlled by Russian 
military advisers. Separatist fight- 
ers believed that Viktor Penner, 
economic adviser to Luhansk sep- 
aratist head Igor Plotnitsky, was in 
direct contact with Kremlin presi- 
dential adviser Vladislav Surkov. 

Moreover, the forces in Lu- 
hansk are riven by infighting, with 
many units refusing to obey orders 
from Plotnitsky. Mambetoy says 
he participated in a punitive ac- 
tion against one recalcitrant unit in 
which 17 men were killed. 

In recent months, Mambe- 
tov says, the separatist forces have 
been increasingly augmented by 
Russian troops and equipment. 
Heavy weapons are brought in 
from Russia under cover of dark- 
ness and stockpiled in warehouses 
that have been cleared for that pur- 
pose. 

In particular, he says,- the Rus- 
sians have brought in howitzers 
in recent months, “enough for a 
whole division.” 


“The old miners aren’t around 
anymore,’ he says, adding that 
there are fewer volunteers like 
himself as well. “Now they are 
being replaced by regular forces. 
Their mission is to hold on — not 
to surrender any positions under all 
circumstances.” 

Mambetoyv says he stopped ге- 
ceiving his salary in December. 

Many of the most devoted sep- 
aratists feel that Moscow has aban- 
doned them by not recognizing the 
region as it did with Crimea, Mam- 
betov says. 

He says these people will not ac- 
cept “special status” for the Donbas 
within Ukraine, as stipulated in the 
February peace agreement negoti- 
ated in Minsk, for fear of reprisals 
by the Ukrainian security forces. 
As aresult, many are already leav- 
ing and the ones that remain feel 
“they have to fight to the end — 
there is no other choice.” 


says there are “exceptionally high 
risks” to the program ever suc- 
ceeding. 

The report says a positive out- 
come is contingent on at least a 
couple of factors outside the coun- 
try’s control. 

The main factor is the ongoing 
conflict with Russia in the east of 
the country. While a shaky cease- 
fire continues to hold, the IMF has 
said in the past a return to major 
fighting would jeopardize future 
loan payments. 

The report also says success 
depends on Ukraine’s ability to 
renegotiate its existing loans with 
public and private creditors. 

Ukrainian Finance Minister 
Natalie Jaresko said talks with 
creditors would start on March 13 
and last two months. Russia holds 
around $3 billion in outstanding 
Ukrainian debt, and it’s not yet 
clear how willing Russian negoti- 
ators might be to restructure pay- 
ments to Kyiv’s advantage. 

In spite of the difficulties, the 
long-awaited IMF program came 
as comparatively good news amid 


a sea of gloom. 

In announcing the package on 
March 11, Ukrainian Prime Minis- 
ter Arseniy Yatsenyuk emphasized 
the immense psychological bene- 
fits of the international support as 
the country remains locked in a 
struggle with Russia. 

“Despite all attempts by the Rus- 
sian Federation, we managed to 
convince the world that we are im- 
plementing reforms,” he said. “[It 
was only] based on these reforms, 
[that] the International Monetary 
Fund made a decision to provide 
Ukraine with financial assistance.” 

International currency markets, 
too, seem to be cautiously optimis- 
tic. After going through near free 
fall on markets a couple of weeks 
ago, the hryvnia appears to have 
stabilized in value. 

In late February, the hryvnia had 
fallen to a record of near 34 to the 
US. dollar. In recent days, the cur- 
rency is trading at around 22 to the 
dollar. 

Anna Shamanska of RFE/RL’ 
Ukrainian Service contributed to 
this report 
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Savchenko’s request to| ‘Br 


(RFE/RL)—tThe request of Ukrainian military pilot Nadia Savchenko 
to replace the judge at her trial has been rejected. 

The judge, Artur Karpov of Moscow’s Basmanny Court, explained his 
March 26 decision by the “lack of justification” of Savchenko’s request to 
replace him with another judge. 

Savchenko’s lawyers requested Karpov’s replacement, saying that Каг- 
pov was included in the list of Russian officials the U.S. Treasury Depart- 
ment imposed sanctions on for their involvement to the case of Russian 
whistleblower Sergei Magnitsky, who died in a Moscow jail in 2009. 

The U.S. sanctions bill is known as Magnitsky list. 

Savchenko is charged with involvement in a mortar attack that killed 
two Russian journalists covering the conflict between government forces 
and Russian-backed separatists in eastern Ukraine. 

She says she was kidnapped by separatists in June and illegally brought 
to Russia, which she says has no right to try her. 

Savchenko has been drip-fed on glucose and vitamins alone during a 
hunger strike she began on December 13. 

She suspended the hunger strike on March S, citing health concerns but 
resumed it 11 days later. 


Military officer imprisoned 
for spying for Russia 


(RFE/RL)—A Ukrainian Air Force officer has been sentenced to 12 
years in jail for spying for Russia. 

A court in the southeastern city of Zaporizhzhya on March 23 found 
the officer, whose name was not disclosed, guilty of high treason and 
committing espionage for Russia. 

He was sentenced the same day. 

The officer, who was born in 1983, was arrested in September 2014 
while allegedly attempting to send classified information to Russia’s 
Federal Security Service. 

Investigators said the officer had collected information related to the 
operations of the Ukrainian Air Force. 
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(RFE/RL)—In an interview with RFE/RL in Brus- 
sels, former Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt talks 
frankly about the mistakes made by the European 
Union with regard to Russia, what he thinks the Rus- 
sian president’s next moves are likely to be, and why 
the bloc needs to engage more deeply with Ukraine, 
Moldova, and Georgia. Bildt spoke on March 22 with 
RFE/RL’s Rikard Jozwiak on the sidelines of a Brus- 
sels Forum held by the German Marshall Fund. 

RFE/RL: Looking back at the run-up to the East- 
ern Partnership Summit in Vilnius in November 2013, 
all the way up to today, what could the EU have done 
differently in its policy toward the East? 

Carl Bildt: I think we should have reacted more 
strongly towards Russia when they started to mis- 
behave in the summer of 2013. Clearly, when they 
started the sanctions against Ukraine, we didn’t see 
clearly the implications of that, and I remember that 
[former Polish Foreign Minister] Radek [Sikorski] 
and myself were trying to alert Brussels and Brussels 
was more or less asleep. Would that have made a dif- 
ference? I don’t know. But that is clearly a mistake. 

RFE/RL: You and Sikorski are not foreign min- 
isters anymore. You were considered to be hawkish 
towards President Vladimir Putin’s Russia and at the 
same time strong supporters of the EU’s Eastern Part- 
nership. When you look at the EU today, do you still 
think there is the same commitment towards the East- 
ern Partnership and the same hawkishness towards 
Putin’s Russia? 

Bildt: І think that the commitment is clearly there. 
One of the good things that we did — going back to 
2008, because in 2008 two things happened — there 
was the Union for the Mediterranean and there was 
the Eastern Partnership. While the French were keen 
to have the Union Mediterranean with a separate ar- 
rangement or whatever, we were keen to make the 
Eastern Partnership completely integrated with the 
[EU] institutions. That was very good. It is now sol- 
idly part of the EU institutions [in terms of] the calen- 
dar and what not. So the commitment is clearly there. 
I have no doubts about that. 

On [your other question], Radek and myself, we 
were sort of ahead of the game in a sense that we — 
too late perhaps, but earlier than others — saw what 
was going to happen, saw where Russia was heading. 
I think more or less everyone has caught up with us by 
now. There were those who said that “Putin is not go- 
ing to do this, Putin is not going to do that,’ and since 
then Putin has done virtually everything. So, unfortu- 
nately, I would say we have been proven right. 

RFE/RL: Is the EU still behind the curve? 

Bildt: That is a difficult question. Because what has 
been proved the case is that Russia is somewhat more 
unpredictable. Will Putin, sort of, let his tanks roll in 
the direction of Odesa and Kyiv? I wouldn’t say that 
it’s excluded, but I don’t think it is likely at the mo- 
ment. Do we focus enough attention on trying to find 
out? We are focusing far more attention now than we 
used to do. Should we focus more? Yes, I think we 
should. 

RFE/RL: What do you think will be Putin’s next 
move? 

Bildt: I think at the moment he is keen to build 
up the enclaves — these “people’s republics” virtu- 
ally without peoples, by the way, but nevertheless — 
strengthen them militarily. I think he would like them 
to be able to undertake military operations more on 
their own because he knows the political price associ- 
ated with him sending in regular Russian Army time 
after time is too high. He is waiting to exploit weak- 
nesses either in Ukraine or in the West. He believes 
that he has time on his side and that the West will get 
bored with the entire thing. 
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replace judge rejected Bildt assesses EU’s mistakes regarding Russia 


Carl Bildt 


My best guess — and I am saying this with the res- 
ervation that everyone has been wrong, including my- 
self — is that at the moment, for a couple of months, 
[there will be a] calming down, consolidating, then 
accusing Ukraine of violating the Minsk agreement, 
trying to get out of sanctions, hoping there will be 
division inside Ukraine, hoping there will be div- 
isions inside the West, and then being ready to exploit 
those weaknesses. 

RFE/RL: So what should the EU do right now? 

Bildt: | think the most important thing is what was 
done by the European Council [on March 19-20] — 
that is, essentially, to say the sanctions [against Rus- 
sia] are going to be in place all this year. It has not 
been legally said like that, but politically that was the 
decision that was taken. I think that is a very good sig- 
nal. Then I think we should shift focus to strengthen 
Ukraine in different ways. I think that the IMF pro- 
gram was very important. I think it is important that 
other countries are coming [forth] on top of that — 
Sweden did, the U.S. is doing [it], but other European 
countries should be doing that as well. And then make 
certain that we truly help them with all the reforms 
necessary because Ukraine is going to go through a 
tough time and they need our solidarity, sympathy, 
and support. These things, I think, are the priorities.” 

RFE/RL: The EU Eastern Partnership summit in 
Riga is coming up in May. Looking at the draft dec- 
laration, it looks like it is going to be a very ambitious 
summit, as such. Should the EU be more ambitious 
at least towards the three countries — Georgia, Mol- 
dova, and Ukraine — that are slowly approaching the 
EU? 

Bildt: I think the most important signal coming out 
of Riga is going to be that we stay the course. There 
has to be a deeper engagement with the three perhaps 
in the form of helping them in implementing these 
[association] agreements. These agreements are very 
ambitious agreements that will require a lot of efforts 
by them. I think that they probably need more help 
than we have envisaged so far in actually doing that. 

Then the critical issue is also how we engage with 
others — what do we do with Armenia? How do we 
treat Azerbaijan and Belarus in terms of their some- 
what lukewarm commitment to human rights, to put 
it very mildly. That needs to be addressed. 

RFE/RL: So, no light at the end of the tunnel? In 
other words, no EU perspective for them? 

Bildt: The light at the end of the tunnel, in my 
opinion, is there anyhow — Article 49 [of the EU 
treaty stating that any European country can become 
a member of the EU] applies. If we talk about а mem- 
bership perspective, Article 49 of the Treaty of Rome 
applies. Then there are sort of, as you know, [various] 
degrees of enthusiasm for that inside the [European] 
Union and that can only be tested when any of these 
[aspiring] countries are ready to take that particular 
step. That is quite a number of years [from now] in the 
future. 


Fascists support Putin 


(RFE/RL)—Far-right figures from Europe and the 
United States and nationalist supporters of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin have criticized the West at a 
forum in St. Petersburg. і 

Participants at the Russian International Conserva- 
tive Forum on March 22 condemned Western govern- 
ments’ stances on the conflict in Ukraine and praised 
what they described as Moscow’s efforts to promote 
“traditional values.” 

Nick Griffin, the expelled former leader of the anti- 
immigrant British National Party, Udo Voigt, a senior 
figure in Germany’s neo-Nazi fringe National Demo- 
cratic Party, and members of the neo-Nazi Greek party 


Golden Dawn were among some 200 participants. 

Griffin said that U.S. leaders “and their puppets in the 
European Union are doing everything they can...to drag 
us into a terrible war” between government forces and 
Russian-backed separatists in eastern Ukraine. 

The gathering, which was halted by what author- 
ities said was a bomb threat, drew criticism inside and 
outside Russia. 

Russian opposition leader Aleksei Navalny wrote 
on Twitter: “The fascists have strangely and very 
quickly turned into Russia’s friends.” 

Dozens of antifascist activists protested against the 
forum, and police detained eight of them. 
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Ukraine risks ‘feudalization’ as 
conflict with oligarchs boils over 


By Robert Coalson 

(RFE/RL)—The unfolding con- 
flict between Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko and oligarch Thor 
Kolomoyskiy is a symptomatic and 
dangerous moment in Ukraine’s 
post-Soviet history. And the danger 
has not passed simply because Kolo- 
moyskiy stepped down as governor 
of Dnipropetrovsk Oblast. 

Ukraine is a fathomless tangle 
of geopolitical, political, and eco- 
nomic interests, as well as a coun- 
try struggling to break out of the 
oligarch-state model. 

That struggle is being played 
out against the background of the 
upheavals within the oligarchy 
caused by the essentially antioli- 
garchic Maidan protest movement 
and of the ongoing conflict with 
Russia. 

So what is happening now? Is 
Kyiv making a serious effort at 
breaking the oligarchs’ grip over 
Ukraine? Or is the country in for 
another round of self-destructive 
infighting that could produce pol- 
itical and economic disaster? 

“Maidan initiated a process of 
oligarchic restructuring,” says ana- 
lyst Andriy Zolotaryov of Kyiv’s 
Third Sector think tank. “Some oli- 
garchs lost influence and a signifi- 
cant part of their wealth. Other oli- 
garchs, on the other hand, despite 
losses, became stronger, more se- 
cure. Ihor Kolomoyskiy was one of 
the latter. It was a redistribution.” 

He adds that it is too early to 
tell whether Poroshenko is truly 
committed to “the necessity of the 
de-oligarchization of Ukraine’s 
economy and the removal of the 
oligarchs from political power.” 

Kolomoyskiy resigned as Dni- 
propetroysk governor on March 24 
following a showdown with Poro- 
shenko over control of state oil 
companies. Poroshenko accused 
Kolomoyskiy ofusing “private mil- 
itias” to promote his business inter- 
ests after armed men occupied the 
Kyiv headquarters of the Ukrnafta 
oil company on March 22. Days 
earlier, other armed men briefly oc- 
cupied offices of Ukrnafta’s pipe- 
line subsidiary, Ukrtransnafta. 

Ukraine’s government was badly 
weakened by the Maidan рго- 
tests, which drove President Vik- 
tor Yanukovych from power and 
forced a reshuffling throughout the 
ruling elites. But Maidan didn’t 
break the oligarchic system, as evi- 
denced by the fact that Poroshenko 


himself is a card-carrying member 
of the oligarchic club. 

As Russian journalist Leonid 
Bershidsky wrote recently for 
Bloomberg, “Ukraine remains an 
oligarch-run country plundered for 
years by a small group of ruthless 
men.” 

“So far, the Ukrainian people 
have been unable to bring them 
down,” Bershidsky added. 

Kolomoyskiy backed the Mai- 
dan movement and used his wealth 
to create several units of volun- 
teer fighters to secure his eastern 
Dnipropetrovsk region and fight 
against the separatists in Donetsk 
and Luhansk. This, Zolotaryov 
says, gives him the conviction that 
“the government owes him some- 
thing.” 

In addition, Kolomoyskiy con- 
trols Ukraine’s most successful 
bank, PrivatBank, one that is wide- 
ly considered too big to fail. “That 
is why he takes risks,” Kyiv-based 
journalist and political analyst 
Vitaliy Рогіпікоу says. “Because 
he thinks there are red lines” his 
competitors will never cross. 

Portnikoy, however, doubts 
whether such red lines really exist. 

“All these people — the oligarch 
club, the current government — 
have shown many times that they 
don’t have red lines because they 
only think 24 hours in advance.” 

And Kolomoyskiy is only one 
piece of this puzzle. Others, like 
Rinat Akhmetoy, Dmytro Fir- 
tash, and Viktor Pinchuk continue 
to control large swathes of the 
Ukrainian economy. 

“The oligarchy is still in con- 
trol,” says Oleksandr Bondar, the 
former head of Ukraine’s State 
Property Fund. “Akhmetov con- 
trols the energy sector, the metals 
industry, and telecoms as well. Fir- 
tash controls the chemicals sector. 
They continue to wield power and 
they will continue to blackmail the 
government. Kolomoyskiy is not 
the only one doing this.” 

Portnikoy agrees that Ukraine’s 
“club of oligarchs” is “trying to do 
everything they can to preserve the 
oligarchic state, including by using 
their political power and media re- 
sources.” 

Meanwhile, any rift that divides 
Ukraine and weakens the central 


government plays into Russia’s | 


hands in the ongoing conflict be- 
tween the two countries. The flash- 
point conflict between Poroshenko 


Interpol ‘reviewing’ 
rape case against 
Ukrainian lawmaker 


(RFE/RL)—Interpol says it is looking into rape accusations against 
Mykola Knyazhytskiy, a Ukrainian lawmaker whose name was placed 


on its wanted list earlier this week. 


The international police organization had issued a so-called red notice 
about Knyazhytskiy at the behest of Cambodian authorities, who accuse 
him of raping a minor in Phnom Penh on September 9, 2011. 

Interpol told RFE/RL that the notice, which was taken down from its 
website on March 24, “has been removed until this review is completed.” 

Knyazhytskiy, a former chairman of the editorial boards of the 
Espreso TV and TVi television channels, denies the accusations. 

His press service says he appeared in a live television show in Kyiv 


on the day of the alleged rape. 


Knyazhytskiy has suggested that Konstantin Kagalovsky, a Russian 
businessman with whom he has clashed over the ownership of TVi, 


could be behind the accusations. 


Ukrainian authorities say the request to place Knyazhytskiy on 
Interpol’s wanted list emerged after high-ranking Cambodian officials 


visited Moscow. 


and Kolomoyskiy centered around 
two state oil companies. But Rus- 
sia’s LUKoil, controlled by oli- 
garch Vagit Alekperoy, also has an 
important interest in those firms. 

Paradoxically, Poroshenko must 
take into account Russian interests 
in such conflicts, Рогіпікоу says. 
“He is in constant peace negotia- 
tions with Russia’s political leader- 
ship and he knows that whenever 
matters touch on the business inter- 
ests of [Russian President] Vladi- 
mir Putin and those oligarchs that 
support him, the position of the 
Russian president becomes un- 
compromising.” 

Moscow has been pushing for 
“federalization” in Ukraine — a 
weaker central government and 
broad autonomy for the regions, 
especially the ones with large eth- 
nic Russian and Russian-speaking 
populations. The current struggle 
among the oligarchs and between 
the oligarchs and the government, 
Portnikoy says, could result in 
something even worse. 

“Instead of the federalization 
that we have all been so afraid of, 
we are getting the feudalization of 
Ulcaine,” he says. 

It was never realistic to imagine 
that ending the oligarchic model in 
Ukraine would be a simple, con- 
sensus-based process, analysts say. 
Particularly if it is played out at a 
time of a crippling economic crisis, 
and an open conflict with Russia. 

“We are losing the chance to re- 
form,” former official Bondar says. 
“We are being distracted from what 
is really happening in the economy. 
Everyone has forgotten about the 
banks, about the exchange rate, and 
everything else that is going on. In- 
stead of focusing on the needs of 
investors, we have lost their confi- 
dence.” 

“The hryvnia is being de- 

stroyed,” he adds. “I have already 
said — Putin can relax because our 
government and our oligarchs will 
do everything for him.” 
Thor Kolomoyskiy backed the Mai- 
dan movement and used his wealth 
to create several units of volun- 
teer fighters to secure his eastern 
Dnipropetrovsk region and fight 
against the separatists in Donetsk 
and Luhansk. 
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EU links Russian 
sanctions to Minsk 
agreement 


By Rikard Jozwiak 

(RFE/RL)—The European Union has decided to link its economic 
sanctions on Russia to the implementation of the Minsk agreement, a 
deal reached last month on a cease-fire and political settlement of the 
conflict between government forces and Russian-backed rebels in eastern 
Ukraine. 

Speaking at an EU summit in Brussels on March 19, European Council 
President Donald Tusk said that EU leaders decided that “the duration of 
economic sanctions will be clearly linked to the complete implementa- 
tion of the Minsk agreement, bearing in mind that this is only foreseen by 
the end of 2015.” 

A formal, legal decision on whether to extend sanctions on Russia’s 
financial, defense and energy sectors that expire in July will only be taken 
at the next EU summit in June. 5 

But the link to the Minsk agreement effectively extends the sanctions 
through December, because the accord calls for Kyiv to regain full con- 
trol over its border with Russia by the end of the year. 

Tusk said the EU would be ready to impose further sanctions over Rus- 
sia’s interference in Ukraine if necessary. 

He said the decision showed the common resolve of the 28 EU nations 
in the face of Russian involvement in the conflict, which has killed more 
than 6,000 people since April and ratcheted tension between Moscow and 
the West up to levels unseen since the Cold War. 

Moscow says the sanctions are unjustified and denies involvement in 
the conflict despite what Kyiv and NATO say is incontrovertible evi- 
dence it has sent troops and weapons into Ukraine to support the separa- 
tists, who hold parts of two provinces bordering Russia. 

The EU agreement was a compromise between nations such as Po- 
land and Lithuania, which had pushed for a formal decision now to 
prolong sanctions through December, and others — including Hungary 
and Greece — that wanted to delay any decision until shortly before the 
measures are due to expire. 

Earlier in Brussels, Tusk met with Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseniy _ 
Yatsenyuk, who accused Russian President Vladimir Putin of trying to 
divide Europe over Ukraine. 

He told Tusk that a European show of unity would be “the best an- 
swer.” 

Yatsenyuk also expressed optimism about European backing for his 
government’s call to the UN for international peacekeepers to be sent to 
eastern Ukraine. 

“Everyone wants to get peace in Europe. One of the tools to reach this 
peace is to deploy peacekeepers,” Yatsenyuk said. 

The European leaders did not impose any new sanctions, in part be- 
cause fighting has decreased sharply under a cease-fire that entered into 
force on February 15 as part of the Minsk agreement. 

The deal was agreed in the Belarusian capital on February 12, at talks 
between Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, Russian President Vlad- 
imir Putin, German Chancellor Angela Merkel, and French President 
Francois Hollande. 

It was signed by representatives of Ukraine, Russia, and the rebels. 

Prospects for full implementation have been clouded by a dispute over 
Ukzaine’s obligation to grant limited self-rule to rebel-held areas under a 
“special status” law. 

Ukraine’s parliament passed “special status” legislation on March 17 
but stipulated that it will take effect only after elections are held in ac- 
cordance with Ukrainian law, a condition Russia and the rebels claim 
violates the Minsk accord. 
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Easter is a time of hope, forgiveness and redemption. As we 
celebrate this most important day in the Christian calendar, 
our thoughts turn to Ukraine and the suffering of her people. 
May this year bring peace to our ancestral homeland and may 
Ukraine and her brave sons and daughters at long last prevail 
in their struggle against Russian aggression. 


Христос Воскрес! - 


Christ is Risen! 
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